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For the follewing ingenious communi- 
cation, addressed as a letter to the 
Editor, we are indebted to a learned 
correspondent in North Carolina. 
Though we are not prepared to ac- 
knowledge the correctness of the 
criticism, yet we readily give place to 
it, hoping it may induce profitable 
discussion. It is a question how far 
we ought to admit etymological evi- 
dence to have a bearing upon the im- 
portant doctrines of the Christian re- 
ligion. As collateral evidence, it is 
frequently profitable. As such our 
author uses it. The modest candour 
with which he proposes his criticism 
upon the word “Exoan,” is worthy 
of respect. 

AN ATTEMPT TO PROVE 
The vicarious sufferings and Deity of 
Christ, from Job xix. 25, 26. 
Granville county, N. C. Aug. 24, 1823. 
Dear Sir, 


Ir is with the most undissem- 
bled grief that I very frequently 








contempt, with which some per- 
sons treat the Scriptures :f the 
Old Testament. They acknow- 
ledge, it is true, that that, as well 
as the New Testament, is inspir- 
ed; they readily learn from it, that 
great foundation of all true reli- 
gion, that “there is one Lord, 
and his name one;” they admit 
that its prophecies, in many 
places, relate to the Messiah: yet, 
where these Scriptures teach doc- 
trines, which are, by the majority 
of Christians, cohsidered to be the 
peculiar and prominent features of 
the Gospel, and the only basis of 
a scriptural hope, they either to- 
tally disregard them, or unwar- 
rantably explain them away. The 
Apostle Paul’s comment, in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, on what 
are commonly called “ the bloody 
sacrifices” of the Old Dis- 


perceive the neglect, and indeed q pensation, and his application of 
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them to Christ, the “Lamb of 
God who taketh away the sins of 


the world,” have been insufficient | 


to convince these persons that 
the doctrine of “redemption 
by vicarious, or substitutionary 
suffering,” is at all taught in the 
volume of inspiration ; still less, 
therefore, will they admit that it 
is taught in the pages of the Old | 
Testament. The whole subject 
of the inculcation of this doctrine 
is too extensive for discussion in 
the compass of a letter; I shall 
not therefore attempt it: nor 
shall I attempt to exhibit the 
whole argument on another sub- 
ject, which,I think, must stand or 
fall with it; viz. The true and 
proper Deity of the Substitute ; 
but I intend to communicate to 
you my thoughts on a passage in 
the Old Testament, which appears 
to teach both these doctrines ; 
though I do not know that they 
have ever been derived from it, 
at least by a similar argument. 
Whether in your estimation the 
arguments founded on this pas- 
sage may have any weight, I can- 
not say; but if they weigh no- 
thing, I rejoice to reflect that the 
truths in favour of which they 
are urged, do not need their sup- 
port, for the foundation of 
God standeth sure.” Remember, 
however, that, in a warfare, there 
is no ally so weak but that you 
may employ him to some advan- 
tage: do not, therefore, reject 
this without candid examination. 
The passage is Job xix. 25, 26. 
“ T know that my Redeemer liveth, 





and that he shall stand at the Jat- 





ter day upon the earth: And 
though after my skin worms de- 
stroy this body, yet in my flesh 
shall I see God.”’ 

When I say that my arguments 
will derive their force, ina con- 
siderable degree, from the He- 
brew of the passage, you will 
perhaps say, “ You have, indeed, 
some acquaintance with this lan- 
guage ; but excuse me if I say, I 
do not think it is now sufficiently 
known for these doctrines to be 
safely built on the Hebrew of 
any text in the Old Testament, 
if the English will not support 
them. It will be nothing better 
than an etymological investiga- 
tion;and,on such a basis, the most 
ridiculous superstructures may 
be raised.” 

In reply to this, I concede that 
etymology is in general a very 
unsafe foundation ; yet, in the pre- 
sent case, I must be allowed te 
think it otherwise. Allow me to 
ask, Why can we generally rest 
nothing on an etymological in- 
quiry? Is it not because we have 
to follow the word whose etymol- 
ogy we are tracing out of one 
language into another, and be- 
cause, in every additional lan- 
guage into which it gains access, 
it assumes a meaning which it 
previously had not? Were this 
not the case,—did words, by this 
transition from one language into 
another, acquire no new import, 
—etymological inquiry into their 
meaning would always be satis- 
factory. Now Hebrew words 
have never been subjected to this 
transition from any other lan: 
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cuage ; therefore, in etymological 
inquiry into their import, ordi- 
nary causes of uncertainty are 
absent, and our conclusions may 
be, in a very considerable degree, 
confident. This will, I think, ap- 
pear, while I further very briefly 
justify this principle of inter- 
pretation ; after which, I shall ap- 
ply it to the passage I have men- 
tioned. 

We are told, Gen: ii. 19, that 
God “ brought the inferior crea- 
tures to Adam, to see what he 
would call them; and whatsoever 
Adam called every living crea- 
ture, that was the name thereof.” 
From this passage it would ap- 
pear, @ priori, probable that the 
* given by Adam to each 
creature, expressed some one of 
its propensities or qualities. This, 
Bochart, in his treatise De nomi- 
nibus animalium Adamo impositis, 
has shown to have been the case, 
almost to demonstration. To 
his work I refer you for entire 
satisfaction on the subject; in 
this letter I must content myself 
with the mention of one or two 
Hebrew nouns, from which it 
will appear that this principle of 
interpretation is by no means 
fanciful. 

mbna is the Hebrew name for 
anant oremmet. Itis derived, 
says Parkhurst, from $n (Sy of 
Buxtorff) which signifies to crop. 
The signification of the name is 
the cropfipfer, and the insect is so 
named from its crofiping off the 
germ er eye of the seed it hoards, 
to prevent its growth, whicn, but 











for this precaution, would take 


place. Buxtorff derives the name 
from $73 Incisus fuit, and says re- 
specting it, “4b incidendis semi- 
nibus sic dicta.” 

sna is the Hebrew name for 
a camel. This is derived from 
the root 53, which signifies ¢o re- 
quite or return. (Parkhurst.) Its 
meaning is “ Zhe requiter, or 
avenger,” so called from the re- 
vengeful temper of that animal, 
which Bochart shows-to have be- 
come a proverb among the na- 
tions which know him best. 
I might enlarge upon this, 
through the whole catalogue of 
Hebrew nouns; and should find, 
in almost every instance, that the 
name describes some property of 
the thing of which it is the name. 
It was upon this principle that 
the patriarchs and others gave 
names to places and persons, that 
the name might be descriptive of 
some event of circumstance con- 
nected with the place or person 
named. Hence, while the mere 
English reader can perceive no 
connexion between the name 
given, and the reason assigned for 
giving it, the Hebrew reader in- 
stantly perceives the connexion, 
and admits the validity of the 
reason assigned. 

Now, to apply this principle to 
the case before us. No one can 
attentively read the Scriptures, 
without observing that there are 
certain names which the true God 
applies to himself in distinction 
from every other being. Thus, 
“T am Jehovah, (mn) that is my 
name.” “Iam God, (dx £2) and 
there isnone else.” “ There is no 
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God (SS'ndbx Elohim) besides me.” | 


Now there is no reason why we 
should not apply the same prin- 
ciples of interpretation to the 


names of God, which we apply to | 


other names; and consider them 
as expressing qualities or opera- 
tions of Deity, in the same man- 
ner as the names of other nouns 
express qualities or actions in 
them. If we do this, we shall 
find “ Jehovah” pyr from pin fuit 
to signify “ He who exists, or Is ;”’ 
and it teaches us his necessary, 
independent existence. Ina simi- 
lar manner we shall find £/ Sx to 
signify “ the Interposer.” (Park- 
hurst.) By this name we are 
taught the universal and special 
providence of the Being whose 
name it is, and who mterfioses in 
behalf of his people, and defends 
them. £/ohim, sp:bx, in like man- 
ner, signifies (vide Parkhurst) 
“ The Denouncers* of a condi- 
tional curse:” from mbx, to de- 
nounce acurse. In this instance, 
by the name, Elohim, we are 
taught the inflexible justice of 
the Being whose name it is, or 
that “cursed is every one who 
continueth not in all things writ- 
ten in the book of the law to do 
them.”’ 

Having shown that these names 
of God are all expressive of qua- 
lities he possesses, or of offices 
he sustains, I now proceed to 
the passage first alluded to; in 
which, I conceive, a name is 
given to him, which, by its inter- 
pretation, and in its connexion, 





* Is not here at least a strong presumption in 
Savour of the Doctrine of the Trinity ? 





| 
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teaches, as I before observed, a 
doctrine, seldom, if ever thus de- 
rived from it; a doctrine which 
many persons consider not tobe 
taught in the Old Testament, and 
some cannot find even in the New; 
viz. the doctrine of redemption by 
substitutionary suffering. “J 
know that my Redeemer liveth, 
and that he shall stand. at the lat- 
ter day upon the earth: And 
though after my skin worms de- 
stroy this body, yet in my flesh 
shallI see God.” Job xix. 25, 26. 

I am not aware that “Re- 
deemer,” in ver. 25 of this pas- 
sage, has ever been considered as 
a designation of any other being 
than “ God,” in ver. 26; and in- 
deed I cannot see what other re- 
ference it can have. To me, 
therefore, the conclusion would 
be satisfactory, that the Redeemer 
there spoken of, is truly God: 
and as he was to be seen of Job 
in his flesh, that it must be the 
Messiah, Jesus Christ, God and 
Man. However, I am willing 
not to insist on the word render- 
ed * God” as an appellation of 
Deity, until I shall have proved it 
to be so, which I will afterwards 
attempt;—but at present, I wilt 
take the word as I would any 
other Hebrew word, and examine 
it, and from the examination as- 
certain its meaning. I would 
premise that, whatever be its im- 
port, the connexion determines 
that it must be considered as be- 
longinggto “ Redeemer” in the 
preceding verse, and either as ex- 


| egetical of whom he is, or as some 


adjunct to him, I have conceded, 
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for the time, that it is not an ap- 
pellative of the being called “ Re- 
deemer,” and therefore it must 
be an adjunct to it, as an adjec- 
tive to a substantive. 

The word is mbx Eloah. In 
forming it from the root abs Aah, 
we find it to be a participle pahul 
in the conjugation Kal. As a 
participial noun passive, which 
Parkhurst denominates it, the 
meaning of the word, therefore, 
will be “accursed, or subjected 
to a curse.” Considering it, 
therefore, as an adjunct to “ Re- 
deemer,” its meaning will de- 
scribe Ais state or condition iy that 
character ; and we learn that, as 
Redeemer, he was “ subjected to 
a curse.’ Let us now inquire 
into the doctrine taught in the 
New Testament on the subject, 
and thus endeavour to ascertain 
whether, in this respect, the Old 
and New Testaments correspond; 
or, more particularly, whether 
the doctrine taught in the New 
Testament, may be learned from 
this text. 

In almost every instance where 





this word aysx Eloah, occurs in} 


the Hebrew Scriptures,* the Sep- 
tuagint render it by iaixardearos, 
which, as nearly as possible, ex- 
presses its import. This word 
occurs, I think, but twice, in the 
singular number, in the New Tes- 
tament; viz. Gal. ii. 10. 13. In 
verse 13,it is used in reference 
to Christ in the character of Re- 
deemer. “ Christ hath redeemed 
us from the curse of the law, be- 





* Here Parkhurst is my authority, for I do not 
possess Trommias’ Greek Concordaner, 





| 
' 
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ing made a curse for us; for it is 
written, cursed (itixatdécates) is 
every one that hangeth ona tree.” 
If the Greek word mean any thing 
here, it must mean that the state 
of Christ, at the period referred 
to, was an accursed one, for this 
is plainly its meaning verse 10, 
and it occurs no where else in 
the New Testament; and if the 
Hebrew word is well rendered 
eminatagatos by the Septuagint, 
(which is not questioned) then, 
whatever were his nature, the 
state of Job’s Redeemer was, at 
some period, an accursed one-: 
theimport of his words, therefore, 
is, “in my flesh shall I see the 
being subjected to the curse.’ 
Now as the Hebrews derived 
their names from some property 
in the things to which they gave 
them, and as the name of the 
“ Redeemer’s”’ state conveyed the 
idea of subjection to a curse, Job 
could not hear the state or condi- 
tion named, without learning from 
it, that redemption was enjoyed 
by the subjection of the Re- 
deemer to acurse; or, in other 
words, redemption through sub- 
stitutionary sufferings. 

-Hitherto I have considered nyse 
simply as the pahul participle in 
Kal, of mbm, conceding that it 
might not be properly another 


i name for the being before called 


“ Redeemer.” ‘This concession 
however is unnecessary : as I shalt 
now proceed to show. 

It was before observed, that 
there are certain names by which 
the Divine Being designates him- 
self, and distingnishes himself 
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from every other real or imagina- 
ry being; in all the passages then 
adduced, it will be seen by read- 
ing the contexts, that God chal- 
lenges the names Jehovah, El, 
and Elohim, as appropriate to 
himself on/y: Isa. xlii. 8 : xlv. 22: 
xlvi.9. What are we taught by 
this? That the Being to whom 
these names properly apply, is 
truly and properly God, and that 
there is none other. Thus, when 
we read in the English version of 
one of these passages, “I am God, 
and there is none else,” plain, 
unprejudiced common _ sense, 
learns from it that the Being to 
whom the word rendered * God” 
frroperly applies, possesses un- 
¢quivocal Deity. But there are 
passages in the Hebrew Scrip- 
tures, in which the Divine Being 
lays exclusive claim to certain 








other names, though they differ 
pot in the English version. In 
Psalm xvili. 32.(Heb.)the Psalm- 
ist inquires, “ Whois God, save | 
Jehovah ?” By the plain rule of 
interpretation, which common, 
sense applies in the former in-| 
stance, this language appears to 
teach that, to Jehovah only, the 
name rendered “ God” properly 
belongs. In Isaiah xliv. 8. also, 
Jehovah is introduced as speak- 
ing, (see ver. 6.) and asking, “Is 
there a God besides me?”’ Ap- 
plying the same rule to this pas- 
sage, we cannot understand it 
otherwise than that Jehovah is 
the only Being to whom the word 
rendered “God” properly be- 





longs; or conversely, the Being 
to whom this fropferly belongs is 


Jehovah. Now what is the word 
which, in these passages, is thus 


| rendered? What is that appel- 


lation which declares him, to 
whom it belongs, to be Jehovah ? 
It is pide, Eloah;—the very word 
employed in Job xix. 26. But 
this word applies exclusively to 
Jehovah ; “ Is there an Eloah be- 
sides me ?”’ saith Jehovah. If a 
cool and impartial comparison 
be made, therefore, of these two 
passages* with Job xix. 25, 26. 
the conclusion, I think, can 
scarcely be avoided, that whilst 
Eloah describes the state of the 
** Redeemer” in that character, 
it declares him to have been the 
Infinite Jehovah, as it is a name 
applicable only to Him. 

But I may now perhaps be met 
by my former argument in the 
form of an objection; viz. That 
the mame was descriptive of the 
condition of Job’s Redeemer. It 
may be said that this idea exhi- 
bits Jehovah as accursed, and 


| therefore is too horrible to be for 


a moment entertained. In reply, 
it appears to be enough to ob- 
serve, that there ts nothing in 
this idea, when properly under- 
stood, which need excite our hor- 
ror. This is not an essential, but 
an official name of God,—that is, 
it is a name derived from an of- 
Jice he sustains towards his peo- 
ple; it is his Old Testament Me- 
diatorial name, that name which 
belongs to him in the character or 
office of Redeemer of his saints; 





* These are the ou y passages with which i am 
acquainted, where the word occurs as an appella- 
tive; but not haying Tay!or’s Hebrew Concord+ 





'} ance, lam not certain that there are no others 
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and, properly understood, it 
teaches them that they owe their 
redemption to His becoming sub- 
ject to the curse, or that they 
have “ redemption through his 
blood.” 

What an energy does this view 
of the subject infuse into the two 
above-named passages! (Psalm 
xviii. 32. and Isa. xliv. 8.) Both, 
it will be observed, are in the most 
forcible and impassioned form, 
the interrogative ;—no one can 
read them, as they stand in the 
English version, without emotion: 
“ Who is God, save *the Lord?” 
“Is there a God besides me ?”’ 
But consider them as expostula- 
tions addressed to the rebellious 
and ungrateful ; consider that the 
word L/oah God, would no sooner 
strike on their ears, than they 
would be reminded, from its im- 
port, that He whose name it is, 
was subject to the curse to redeem 
them, and tell me, what could 
more effectually convince their 
judgments, or more powerfully 
affect their hearts ? “ Who, among 
all the idols of the heathen, has 
been even fabled to do that for 
his worshippers, which Jehovah 
has indeed done for you?” He 
has suffered, “ the just for the un- 
just!” He has “redeemed you 
to God by his blood!” “ Who 
is Eloah but Jehovah?” “Is 
there an Eloah besides me ?”’ 

Whether the above may be 
satisfactory to you, I know not; 
to me, however, it is so in a very 
considerable degree. To my 
mind, it appears with a degree 
of evidence nearly approaching 


| 








|men should refient. 


demonstration, that by E/oah, Job 
meant the same being as by 5ya 
Goel, Redeemer; that thi being 
was the Messiah who was to 
come into the world; and that 
the appellation Eloah was expresr 
sive at once of the Divinity of his 
nature, and of the vicariousness af 
his sufferings. JOSEPH. 


—_ 


PAUL, A MISSIONARY TO THE 
HEATHEN. 


TuatT Paul was a Christian 
missionary is evident, in the first 
place, from the signification of 
the term, afostle, which was cus- 
tomarily applied to him. The 
literal, etymological import of 
this term is, one who is sent forth; 
and when taken in a religious 
sense, as itis by Christians, it sig- 
nifies one who is sent forth to 
preach and propagate the religion 
of Christ. In precisely this sense 
we find the term used by our Sa- 
viour and the Evangelists. Mat- 
thew, after mentioning the giving 
of this name to the twelve disci- 
ples, immediately adds, “ These 
twelve Jesus sent forth, and com- 
manded them, saying, Go not in- 
to the way of the Gentiles, but go 
rather to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel: and as ye go, 
preach, saying, The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.’ Mark’s ac- 
count of the same, or a similar 
transaction is as follows: “ And 
Jesus called unto him the twelve, 
and began to send them forth, by 
two and two, and gave them 
power over unclean spirits. And 
they went out and preached, that 
And the 
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Aposties,’ those who had deen 
sent forth to frreach, when they 
returtfed, “ gathered themselves 
together unto Jesus, and told him 
all things, both what they had 
done, and what they had taught.” 
Luke also introduces and uses 
the word Apostle in the same 
sense: “And when it was day, 
he called unto him his disciples, 
and of them he chose twelve, 
whom he also named Apostles. 
And sent them to preach the king- 
dom of God.” It is plain, there- 
fore, that the word apostle, in its 
titeral and primary acceptation, 
signifies one who is sent forth to 
fireach and propagate the religion 
of the Saviour. 

But this is precisely the import 
of our word missionary. This 
word, whether we regard its ety- 
mology, or its general use, signi- 
fies one who is sent forth from the 
churches, to preach and propfiagate 
the religion of the Saviour. These 
words, therefore, the one of which 
has been received into our lan- 
guage from the Greek, and the 
other from the Latin, are of the 
same import; and were it not for 
a kind of sacredness which we 
justly attach to the primitive 
apostolic character, they might 
without impropriety be used in- 
ierchangeably the one for the 
other. The phrase, “ Paul, an 
apostle of Jesus Christ,” might 
with equal verbal accuracy be 
vendered, “ Paul, a missionary of 
Jesus Christ.” 

Several of the primitive disci- 
ples, it seems, were domestic mis- 


sjonaries. Their labours were | 








, 


<= 
confined principally to Judea, 
their native country. But Paul 
was more properly a foreign mis- 
sionary. While others were sent 
to “the circumcision,” he was 
instructed and destined to “ go 
unto the heathen.” 

Secondly; it may be showg 
that Paul was a missionary to the 
heathen, from the close analogy 
betwixt his labours and circum- 
stances, and those of missiona- 
ries in modern times. Some of 
the more prominent foints in this 
analogy I shall now endeavour to 
trace. . 

1. Missionaries at the present 
period usually receive ordination 
previous to their going forth to 
preach the gospel. They are sent 
out by the churches, directly or 
indirectly, and go from regions 
where the truth is established, 
to others where it is comparative- 
ly or totally unknown. And thus 
it was with Paul the missionary. 
He was sent forth by the great 
church of Antioch, a city where 
the gospel had been for a con- 
siderable time established, and 
where “the disciples were first 
called Christians,”’ to labour and 
suffer among the heathen; and 
previous to his departure, he, to- 
gether with Barnabas, his fellow 
labourer, received ordination 
from the hands of his brethren. 
Of these important transactions, 
we have an account in the follow- 
ing words: “ Now there were in 
the church that was at Antioch 
certain prophets and teachers, 
as Barnabas, and Simeon, and 
Lucius, and Manaen, and Saul. 
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And as they ministered to the 
Lord and fasted, the Holy Ghost 
said, separate me Barnabas and 
Sau! for the work whereunto I 
have called them. And when 
they had fasted, and prayed, and 
taid their hande on them, they sent 
them away.” 

2. Missionaries in this age, 
previous to their going forth to 
publish the gospel, receive in- 
structions from some authorized 
individual, or some public body. 
They are advised and directed re- 
lative to the course they are to 
pursue, and the duties they are 
expected to perform. Thus also 
it was in the days of the aposttes. 
When our Saviour sent forth his 
first missionaries, he gave them 
their instructions. Vhese instruc- 
tions were afterwards published, 
and may be found at large in the 
tenth chapter of Matthew, the 
sixth of Mark, and the ninth of 
Luke. Afterwards, when he sent 
forth the seventy, he gave them 
similar instructions, which were 
also published. (See Luke x. l— 
16.) Instructions no doubt were 
given to Paul the missionary, 
though we do not find them pub- 
lished in form. It is not likely 
the church of Antioch would or- 


dain him with fasting and prayer, | 


and send him forth among the 
heathen, and yet furnish him with 
‘no advice as to the course he 
should pursue. 

S. Modern missionaries, in 
many instances, /abour with their 
ewn hands for their sufport. This 
is particularly true of those who 
are stationed among the Indians 
Vor. 1V.—.Vew Series. 
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of our own country. The lands 
they have cleared and cultivated, 
the buildings they have erected, 
and the large and numerous es- 
tablishments they have formed, 
furnish evidence, that no men and 
women in America have proba- 
bly been more diligent or perse- 
vering than they. And if other 
missionaries have not been equal- 
ly laborious, it is not because they 
have been less devoted to their 
appropriate work ; but because 
they have been placed in situa- 
tions where less manual labour 
was required of them. It is re- 
lated too, of Paul the missionary, 
that he in several instances da- 
boured with his own hands for hiz 
sufifort. Appealing to the el- 
ders of Ephesus relative to the 
manner in which he had been 
with them, he says, “ Ye your- 
selves know, that these hands have 
ministered to my necessities, and 
to them that were with me.” In 
like manner he addressed the 
Thessalonian converts; “ Nei- 
ther did we eat any man’s bread 
for naught; but wrought with la- 
bour and travail night and day, 
that we might be chargeable to 
any of you; not because we have 
not power, but to make ourselves 
an example to you to follow us.’’ 

4, Missionaries in these days 
are assisted by the churches. That 
which they are unable to procure 
for the support of themselves and 
their dependant families, without 
improperly interfering with their 
great and appropriate work, is 
furnished for them by their Chris- 








| tian brethren and friends. And 
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this is a// that is furnished for 
them. From the contributions 
of Christians, they have no means 
and no possibility, of ever amass- 
ing wealth. And we are express- 
ly informed that Pau/, in the 
course of his missionary labours, 
received frequent charitable aid 
from individuals, and from the 
churches. The house of Onesi- 
phorus sought him out very dili- 
“gently,” while he was a prisoner 
at Rome, “ and oft refreshed him, 
and were not ashamed of his 
chain.” In “many things also 
they ministered unto him,” during 
his abode at Ephesus. While he 
was labouring at Corimth, he re- 
ceived contributions from other 
churches for his support. “1 
robbed other churches,’ says he 
to the Corinthians, “ taking of 
them wages to do you service.” 
These were probably the churches 
of Macedonia; for he immedi- 
ately adds, “That which was 
lacking to me, the brethren which 
‘came from Macedonia supplied.’” 
The brethren at Philippi were 
very liberal, in contributing for 
the support of the great mission- 
ary Paul; and in his epistle to 
them he commends them for it. 
“ Ye have done well, that ye did 
communicate with my affliction; 
for even in Thessalonica, ye sent 
once and again unto my necessity. 
But I have all and abound; hav- 
ing received of Epaphroditus the 
things which were sent from 
you.” 
5. Missionaries in modern 
times are accustomed to travel 
from place to place, dispensing 


—_ See caw 
) the word of life as opportunities 
are presented. They have not 
parishes and churches where 
they constantly reside, and over 
which they are constituted pas- 
tors ; but are in the habit of mak- 
ing frequent and extensive cir- 
cuits, in accomplishing their la- 
bours of love. Now this is pre- 
cisely the manner in which Paz/ 
laboured. He was never the. pas- 


} tor of. any particular church, or 


for any great length of time the 
minister of any particular parish 
or city. He went about doing 
good. He travelled from city te 
city, and from place to place, 
scattering the seed of Divine truth, 
and dispensing the gospel of the 
grace of God, wherever he went. 
At one time he is at Antioch, 
then in Iconium, then in Syria, 
then in Macedonia, then in 
Athens, and next perhaps at 
Rome. Thus he travelled and la- 
boured as missionaries now do, 
and was enabled to say, severat 
‘years previous to his death, that 
“fron: Jerusalem, and round 
about unto Illyricum he had fully 
| preached the gospel of Christ.” 
6. Missionaries at the present 
time are not unfrequently employ- 
ed in collecting and receiving the 
contributionsof the pious. They 
are employed as agents in this 
business, previous to their going 
forth among the heathen. And 
so far as the newly planted 


f churches have ability to contri» 


bute, they are occasionally em- 
ployed in the same business af- 
terwards. And in this respect, 
they are but follewers of the grea‘ 

















Poul, a Missionary. 819 
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missionary, Paul. Hewas much 
engaged, during a certain period 
of his ministry, in taking up col- 
Jections among the churches of 
the Gentiles, for the relief of the 
poor and persecuted saints at Je- 
rusalem. “ Now,” says he -to 
the Romans, “I go to Jerusalem 
to minister unto the saints. For 
it hath pleased them of Macedo- 
nia and Achaia to make a certain 
contribution for the poor saints 
which are at Jerusalem.” “ Con- 
cerning the collection for the 
saints,” he writes to the Corin- 
thians, “ as I have given order to 
the churches of Galatia, even so 
do ye. Upon the first day of the 
week, let every one of you lay by 
him in store, as God hath pros- 
pered him, that there be no ga- 
therings when I come; and when 
I come, whomsoever ye shall ap- 
prove by your letters, them will I 
send to bring your liberality unto 
Jerusalem.’ It would be super- 
fluous to quote more relative to 
these contributions; as the whole 
of the eighth and ninth chapters of 
the second Epistle to the Corin- 
thians, besides other passages in 
the writings of Paul, refer to 
them. 

7. Missionaries at the present 
period are in the habit of keeping 
and transmitting jowrna/s of their 
proceedings. These journals 
constitute a continued history of 
their labours and travels, their 
successes, affijctions, wants, and 
prospects, and in general of their 
circumstances. The more in- 
teresting parts of them are usu- 
ally published, and are read and 








rejoiced in by thousands. Paul 
the missionary also kept, or caus- 
ed to be kept, a journal of his prro- 
ceedings; and for the benefit of 


_ Christians in all succeeding ages, 


this journal was early published. 
The Acts of the Apostles, from 
the thirteenth chapter to the end, 
is no other than a journal of the 
life and labours of Paul. Here 
we may follow him from place to 
place, and may study his bright 
and interesting example, from the 
time of his being commissioned 
to go among the heathen, almost 
to the period of his death. We 
may listen to his instructions, wit- 
ness his conflicts, and admire his 
persevering engagedness and his 
brilliant success. 

*8. Missionaries now are in the 
habit of writing frequent Jdefcers, 
to their employers, to one an- 
other, to Christian associations, 
and to their Christian friends. 
These, in many instances, are 
brought before the public. And 
Paul the Missionary, it appears, 
was in the same habit. He wrote 
a variety of letters, to his fellow 
habourers, to the several stations 
he had formed, and to the churches 
and friends of his Divine Re- 
deemer. Several of these letters 
were probably lost; but many of 
them were collected and publish- 
ed inthe volume of inspiration, 
and will be read in-the churches 
till the end of time.—I add, 

9. Missionaries at the present 
period frequently present reports 
of their doings and circumstan- 
ces to the Societies which employ 
them. In some instances they 
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return to make these reports; | 
though the foreign missionaries 
more frequently make them by 
means of periodical and joint 
communications. We read also 
of Paul, after his return “to An- 
tioch, from whence he had been | 
recommended to the grace of| 
God for the work which he had | 
fulfilled,” that he * gathered the 
church together, and reAearsed all 
that God had done with him, and 
how he had opened the door of 
faith ynto the Gentiles.’”’ Soon 
after this, he and Barnabas went 
up to Jerusalem unto the apastles 
and elders; ‘“ and when they 
were come, and were received of 
the church, they declared al! things 
that God had done with them, and | 
gave audience to Barnabas and 
Paul, declaring what miracies and 
wonders God had wrought among 
the Gentiles by them. 

It is thought the missionary 
character of Paul, is now fully 
established, not only from the 
meaning of the word Apasile, 
which was customarily applied 
to him, but from the general simi- 
larity of his labours and circum- 
stances to those of missionaries 
in modern times. 





REFLECTIONS, 


1, If Paul was a missionary, 
then’ the cause of missions is sup- 
ported by very Aigh authority. It 
is sometimes questioned whether 
this cause has any real foundation 
in the Scriptures—whether it is 
not an innovation of the times, 
and a needless expense and bur- 


'" 


Andie ae 
—_—-—_ 


have taken is sufficient to put 
such a question at rest for ever. 
Paul was a missionary to the hea- 
From almost the com- 
mencement of his public minis- 
try tothe hour of his death, he 
laboured and suffered in this glo- 
rious work. ‘The cause of mis- 
sions is therefore supported by 
the whole example of the apostie 
Paul. it is supported, in like 
manner, by the example of the 
other afosties. ‘The other apos- 
tles were all of them missionaries. 
They were those whom Christ 
himself sent forth to preach and 
propagate the religion of the gos- 
pel. Indeed the cause of missions 
has all the support, which the au- 
thority and the command of God 
can give it. When Paul was set 
apart and sent forth from An- 
tioch, it was done by the command 
of the Holy Ghost. “% The Holy 
Ghost said, separate me Barnabas 
and Paul for the work whereunto 
I have called them.” It is more- 
over asserted, that Paul was an 
apostle or missionary “of Jesus 
Christ by the widl of God.” The 
cause of missions should be re- 
garded therefore as a Divine insti- 
tution. Itis as really an institu- 
tion of Gad as the Sabbath, or a 
preached gospel, or baptism, or 
the Lord’s-supper is. Itis not a 
thing proposed to us by our fel- 
low creatures merely, and which 
we are at liberty to think of as we 
please; but a work committed to 
us by our Maker, which we are 
bound to help forward by every 
method in our power. 


then. 








den to the church. The view we 


2. We may learn how sinful it 
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jis to of:frose the cause of missions. 
Itis to condemn the whole exam- 
ple—to pass a censure on the 
whole ministerial life and work of 
the afostle Paul; for Paul was a 
missionary. Itis to oppose the 
example of a// the apostles; for 
all the apostles were to some ex- 
tent missionaries. It is to op- 
pose the commission of Christ; 
for it was by him that the disci-{ 
ples were sent forth—it was by 
his express commission that they 
were constituted missionaries. It 
is to oppose the will of God; for 
Paul was a missionary “of Jesus 
Christ by the will of God.” Ina 
word, it is to oppose a Divine in- 
stitution ; for we have seen that 
the cause of missions is, to all in- 
tents and purposes, an institution 
of God—an institution of the gos- 
pel. 

3. The friends of missions have 
great encouragement to pray and 
labour for the promotion of so 
good a cause. This is the cause 
for which Paul laboured, and in 
which he died. Itis the cause 
for which all the apostles labour- 
ed, and in which most of them 
fell martyrs. It is the cause of 
millions of our fellow creatures 
who are ready to perish. It is 
the cause of Christ—the cause of 
God. It is a cause which will go 
forward. The same Omnipotent 
arm which rolls the spheres, is 
pledged to carry forward the 
cause of missions; and the one 
of these can be stopped as well as 
the other. Let all esteem it an 
honour and a privilege to be en- 


> 








gaged in such a cause. Let alli 


oe 


pray fervently and constantly for 
its advancement; and, as in the 
case of good Cornelius, let their 
“ prayers and alms ascend up to- 
gether, as a memorial to the 


throne of God.” P. 
[Christian Spectator. 
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PROFANE SWEARING JUDICIOUSLY 
AND SUCCESSFULLY REPROVED. , 
—_— 


Extracted from the Report of the London Religious 
Tract Society, for 1922, p. 45. 


A CARRIER, in a large town in 
Yorkshire, heard his carter one 
day, in the yard, swearing dread- 
fully at his horses. The carrier 
is a man who fears God, spends 
his Sundays as ateacher in aSun- 
day School, and endeavours to 
promete the spiritual good of his 
fellow-creatures. Shocked to 
hear the terrible oaths that re- 
sounded through the yard, he 
went up to the lad, who was just 
setting off with his cart for Man- 
chester, and kindly expostulated 
with him on the enormity of his 
sin, and then added: “ But if thou 
wilt swear, stop till thou get 
through the turnpike gate on S— 
moor, where none but God and 
thyself can hear.” Hethen put 
the Swearer’s Prayer into his 
hand, and wished him good morn- 
ing. The poor fellow cracked 
his whip, and pursued his jour- 
ney; but he could not get over 
his master’s words. Some time 
after, his master observed him 
in the yard, and was very much 
surprised to see him so altered. 
There was a scriousness and 
quietness about him which he 
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had never seen before; and he' 
often seemed as if he had some-. 
thing to say which he could not | 
At length, his master | 
was so much struck with his/| 
manner, that he broke the ice, 
by asking him if he wanted any | 
“ Ah, master,” said he, | 
“ do you remember what you said | 
to me about swearing, and the | 
I was thyn- | 
I went on the road, | 
and I got through the turnpike, | 


get out. 


thing. 


tract you gave me? 
der-struck. 


and reached S—moor; and there 


i thought that though I was alone, | 
yet God was with me: and Ij 


trembled to think how he had 


been with me, and had known all | 


my sins and follies, all my life 
long. My sins came to my re- 
membrance : 
he would strike me dead, and I 
thank God that I have been rous- 
ed to seek after the salvation of 
my poor soul.” The master, as 
may be supposed, was greatly re- 
joiced to hear the young man’s 
confession; and it is gratifying 
to be able to add, that his diligent 
attendance on the means of grace, 
and the reformation in his con- 
duct, give solid ground for hoping 
that he has not only ceased to be, 


a swearer, but a slave of Satan. 


altogether. 

Now, let Christians be hence 
encouraged to reprove vice in the 
meekness of wisdom. And, if 
this account should meet the eye 
of a swearer, may it bring con- 
yiction home to his conscience, 
and lead him to go and do like- 
wase ! 


I was afraid that | 
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LORD CHATHAM ON TOLERATION. 


In the debate in the House of 
Lords, on the motion for an en- 
largement of the Toleration Act, 
in the year 1773, Dr. Drummond, 
Archbishop of York, vehemently 
opposing the motion, stigmatized 
the dissenting ministers as “ men 
of close ambition.” 

Lord Chatham replied, “ This 
was judging uncharitably, and 
whoever brought such a charge 
against them, without pfoof, de- 
famed.” Here he paused, but 
presently proceeded —“ The dis- 
senting ministers are represented 
as men of close ambition; they 
are so, my Lords, and their ambi- 
tion is to keep close to the col- 
lege of fishermen, not of cardi- 
nals, and tothe doctrine of inspir- 
ed apostles, and not to the de- 
crees of interested and inspiring 
bishops: They contend for a 
scriptural creed and_ spiritual 
worship; we have a Calvinistic 
creed, a Popish liturgy, and an 
Arminian clergy. 

*‘ Vhe reformation has laid open 
the scriptures to all; let not the 
bishops shut them again. Laws 
in support of ecclesiastical power 
are pleaded for, which it would 
shock humanity toexecute. Itis 
said that religious sects have 
done great mischief, when they 
were not kept under restraint: 
but history affords no proof that 
sects have ever been mischievous, 
when they were not oppressed 
and persecuted by the ruling 
church.” 
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INFLUENCE OF THE BIBLE. 
The two following paragraphs are ex- 
tracted from a letter of the Rev. Dr. 
Marshman, of Serampore, addressed 
to the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety. 

Asovut three years ago, a num- 
ber of persons were found inhab- 
iting Certain villages near Dacca, 
who had forsaken idolatry, and 
who constantly refused to Brah- 
mans the usual honours paid to 
them beyond the other classes of 
the community. They were also 
said to be remarkable for the cor- 
rectness of their conduct, and par- 
ticularly for their adherence to 
truth. These were occasionally 
visited by several of our Christian 
brethren, both Eurepean and na- 
tive, and were said to be scatter- 
ed through ten or twelve villages. 
They were however the followers 
of no particular leader, as is the 
case with many sects among the 
Hindoos ; but from their profess- 
ing to be in search of a true goo- 
roo, or teacher, they were termed 
Sutya-Gooroos. Some of our na- 
tive friends being exceedingly 
desirous of knowing from whence 
they had derived all their ideas, 
were at length told that they had 
imbibed them from a book which 
was carefully preserved in one of 
their villages. On arriving at 
this village, they were shown a 
book much worn; kept in acase 
(I think of brass) which had 
been made for the sake of pre- 
serving it, and which our friends 
were told had been there many 
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years, although none of those pre- b the book left in their village. 


sent could say from whence it 
came. On _ examination, this 
book was found to beacopy of 
the first edition of the Bengalee 
New Testament, printed at Se- 
rampore in 1800. After this, 
numbers of these Sutya-Gooroos 
came to Dacca, and with Mr. 
Leonard and various native 
Christian brethren there, describ- 
ed a number of things mentioned 
in the New Testament, particu- 
larly those which related to caste, 
and the distinction of food. This 
ended in three of them being bap- 
tized in the course of a few 
months, on a profession of faith 
in Christ, who afterwards return- 
ed to their own villages. Our 
aged brother Krishnoo (baptized 
in 1800) went among them last 
August, and at the village, where 


he was constrained to remain on 


account of the rains, he found a 
copy of the second edition of the 
Bengalee New Testament, which 
they prized very highly, although 
they had not as yet made an open 
profession of Christianity. 

To these I may add another 
fact, which I believe has not ap- 
peared in any Biblical Report, if 
it has appeared at all in print. 
About 16 yearsago, Mr. Ward, 
going through a village opposite 
Calcutta, left at a native shop a 
Bengalee New Testament, that it 
might be read by any in the vil- 
lage who chose it. About a year 
afterward three or four of the 
most intelligent of the inhabitants 
came to Serampore to inquire fur- 
ther respecting the contents of 
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This ended in six or eight of 
them making a public profession 
of Christianity. Among these, 
three deserve a particular notice. 
One was an old man named Jug- 
gernath, who had been long a de- 
votee to the idol of that name in 
Orissa, had made many pilgrim- 
ages thither, and had acquired 
such a name for sanctity, that a 
rich man in Orissa was said to 
have offered him a pension for 
life on condition of his remaining 
with him. On his becoming ac- 
quainted with the New Testa- 
ment, he first hung his image 
of Kishnoo, or Juggernath, which 
he had hitherto worshipped, on a 
tree in his garden, and at length 
cleft it up to boil his rice. He 
remained steadfast in his profes- 
sion of Christianity till his death, 


Nl which happened about eight 
years after. Two others of them. 
Kishnoo-das and Sebeck-ram, be. 
ing men of superior natural en. 
dowments, employed themselves 
in publishing the doctrines of 
Christianity to their countrymen 
in the most fearless manner, 
while their conduct and demeanor 
were such as to secure them uni- 
versal esteem. Kishnoo-das died 
rejoicing in Jesus Christ as the 
Redeemer of men, about five years 
ago; and Sebeck-ram is now a 
member of the church meeting 
in the Loll-bazar, and resides to 
this day in his native village op- 
posite Calcutta, where, and in 
the different parts of Calcutta, he 
explains the Scriptures to all who 
resort to him, being esteemed by 








| all who know him. 





_- 


-—s rs 





MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 





DOMESTIC. 


CAREY STATION, 


Continuation of extracts from the Journal 
of the Rev. Mr. M*‘ Coy. 


March 19, 1823.—Havine recovered 
my health so as to be able to ride mo- 
derately on horseback, the establish- 
ment was left in charge of brother 
Lykins, while I, in company with one 
of our Indian lads, and two other travel- 
lers, set out for the state of Ohio, on bu- 
siness which rendered the journey indis- 
pensable. Sorry, indeed, to be under 
the necessity of leaving home at this 
time, and seriously doubt my ability to 
endure the journey. The waters are 
very high, and the lew grounds gener- 


ally inundated. The roads are almost 


impassable. 


March 20.—Engaged a Frenchman to 
go with us 7 miles, and set us on a road 
by which we might avoid Elksheart 
river. Proceeded afew miles ; when, 
perceiving that we were going very 
much out of the direct way, we altered 
our course, and on reaching Elksheart 
river, found it too deep to ford. We 
now left the path, and proceeded with- 
out the footsteps of any one for our 
guide, through a ttact of wilderness 
which the Indians had informed us was 
extremely unfavourable to travelling. 


March 23.—Having safely reachec 
this place last evening, I had the happi- 








J ness of preaching to-day toa goodly 


















Mr. M‘Coy’s Journal. 
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assemblage of my old ‘acquaintances, 
whose attention was not a little gratify- 
int. 

An Interpreter employed. 


April 10.—I have performed my tour 
in Ohio, and find myself again within 40 
miles of Fort Wayne. Kindly enter- 
tained in the house of our Shawanee 
sister. She, with her husband and fami- 
ty, has determined to join us at our es- 
tablishment on St. Joseph. He is to 
serve as an interpreter, for which he 
will receive a small compensation, in 
such produce as we shall be able after 
the first year to furnish at the establish- 
ment. Much fatigued with a diffi- 
cult journey through floods of water, 
often swimming my _ horse, I readily 
éonsented to their eagnest solicitations 
to remain here to-morrow and preach. 
Iam happy to find this member of our 
church still walking in the path of 
Christian obedience. 

Set out for St. Joseph's. 

April 13.—Preached again at Fort 
Wayne. 

April 16.—From this place we shall 
take on with us 12 head of cattle, 110 
sheep, collected in Mason county, Ky. 
by brethren Martin, Warder, and Morris, 
and three wagons loaded with flour, 
corn, potatoes, &c. We have laboured 
hard two days in ferrying our property 
across St. Mary’s river, having no craft 
for the purpose better than a periogue. 
Travelling about three miles, we found 
the road so soft with the late rains, that 
we could not proceed with our loads. 
Encamped and sent two men back, and 
hired another yoke of oxen and one 
horse. One man ata time, during the 
night, guarded the sheep to keep off 
the wolves. 

Bad roads. 


April 17.—The roads so intolerably 
bad, we were forced to leave part of 
our loading, though greatly needed at 
home, and have it taken back to Fort 
Wayne. 

Vor. 1V.—New Series. 











Loss of property. 

April 24.—Our periogue, which we 
brought to the river last evening, served 
us for a ferry boat to-day. Sent back 
the two hired wagons. 1 crossed and 
proceeded with our wagon, stock, &c. 
a little distance down the river, to 2 
suitable encamping place, leaving three 
young men to load and bring down the 
periogue. When we saw it coming we 
went to assist in landing. The river was 
very full and ran as swift almost as a 
mill-tail. A short bend in the river 
unavoidably brought the vessel on a 
tree which extended some distance into 
the stream; from which, however, it 
was, though with some difficulty, disen- 
gaged without having taken much wa- 
ter. Amore dangerous tree lying in the 
river a little below, myself and others 
from the shore got hold of the periogue; 
nevertheless she ran foul of the log, 
and upset, notwithstanding our utmost 
exertions to preventit. All hands were 
now in*the river, endeavouring to save 
what we could; we followed down the 
river the property that would float, se 
long as any was to be seen, and some 
barrels were saved more than a mile 
below where the accident occurred. 
By great exertion on the part of every 
one, we saved more than half the load, 
though a part of what we brought to 
shore was much damaged. 


A sorrowful evening. 


This was a distressing event. We 
had made almost incredible efforts to 
get the load to this place, when the roads 
were generally considered impassable 
even for the mail, and the Chigago ex- 
press. We had with us, flour, corn, 
potatoes, peas, salt, &c. &e. The pota- 
toes and some of the grain were for 
seed. Our stock of breadstuff at home, 
we supposed, would be exhausted by 
the time we should arrive. Under these 
circumstances the misfortune appeared 
particularly distressing. Myself and all 
the others, wet and fatigued, gathered 
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around our fire at camp, and considered 
it a sorrowful evening. 
Proceed on the journey. 

April 25.—nptied the water out of 
our periogue, reloaded it, and it again 
moved down the river with three men 
on board, whilst myself and two men, 
besides the Indian youth, conveyed by 
land the wagon, 8 horses, 12 cattle, and 
the sheep. This was not a light task. 
Our salt is lost, so that the little meat 
we can get of the Indians must be eaten 
without. 


Arrive at St. Joseph’s 


April 28 —Having twice ferried our 
sheep, &c. across St. Joseph’s river, at 
plac:s where the periogue touched for 
that purpose, we were permitted to join 
the company of our family at the estab- 
lishment, which was not a little gratify- 
ing, after an absence of almost six weeks, 
most of which time had been spent in 
the wilderness. Two Indian youth had 
been taken into the family in my ab- 
sence. The school and all the business 
of the concern was moving on plea- 
santly. 

The family had been on short allow- 
ance of bread two days, and we arrived 
in time barely to save them from suffer- 
ing! Many are thy mercies, O Lord ! 
By Thee we have run through a troop 
of difficulties, and by our God we have 
leaped over walls of opposing obsta- 
cles, 


Sickness, and visits from the Indians. 


May 1.—Mr. Bruce, a trusty young 
man, Who has been in our employ more 
than a year, is very sick. His sickness 
occasioned, no doubt, by his frequent 
exposures to wet and cold on our late 
journey.. Another of our scholars, who 
formerly attended our school at Fort 
Wayne, returned, making the number 


reall: «* (he establishment 40, 
May 3.—Since my return we have 
been .teraily crowded with Indians, 


who have called in to see me, 


Medicine Dance. 


May 7.—Several Indians have passed 
this, going toa great dance, called the 
medicine dance, which is annually cele- 
brated between the time of making su- 
gar amd of planting corn. Last season 
I was in these parts too late to witness 
it, and now deeply regret that our bu. 
siness does not allow either brother 
Lykins or myself to attend. 


Interview with the Chiefs, &c. 


May 14.—The neighbouring chiefs 
and others, not by our request, assem- 
bled at our house to-day, to express 


‘their wishes in relation to some business 


between them and the United States, I 
embraced the opportunity of enforcing 
on them the Fone of a change of 
habits, They added -warm expressions 
of approbation ef our deportment, and 
of the pleasure they felt in the forma- 
tion of the establishment. 
Erroneous opinions. 

To-day a company of Indians from 2 
distance, halted near our house, dressed 
themselves in their best, and inquired 
for me; men, women, and children, 
shook my hand, and appeared very hum. 
ble and respectful. I received them 
with attention, but soon learned that 
they expected us to bestow on them 
presents of food very liberally. I assur- 
ed them that we had not settled among 
them for such purposes; but in order te 
impart to them and their children use- 
ful instruction, calculated to make them 
more independent. They admitted the 
reasonableness of what was said ; but 
their countenances indicated so muck 
disappointment, that I feared it might 
occasion some undesirable coldness of 
feeling. 

Better views. 

May 17.—The two principal men of 

the company noticed in the preceding 


note, called again, but so far from being 
dissatisfied with what had passed, they 
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had left their village on Wabash with a 
view of returning thither immediately, 
they had, since they had become ac- 
quainted with the establishment, deter- 
mined to settle neartous. They had 
looked out a place which they would 
improve immediately ; would build 
houses of logs like ours, (and not of 
bark, as is common among these peo- 
ple,) and for this purpose borrowed of 
us an axe. 


Reception of good news. 


May 19.—Received a large packet 
ef letters, papers, &c. which con. 
tain so much good news that the 
circumstance deserves to be noticed. 


Rev. C. Martin, Agent, is succeeding || 


well in his collections for the mission. 


Name of the station. 


It is our design, and our prospects 
appear to favour the same, to establish 
divers mission stations among the neigh- 
bouring tribes, which shal] mutually act 
together, and, as circumstances may re- 
quire, afford each other assistance. 
These establishments would not be con- 
sidered so many separate missions, lo- 
cated in as.many different places, but 
as the same mission operating at seve- 
ral stations. This mission having acqui- 
red the general name of the Fort Wayne 
Mission, it was determined at a meet- 
ing of the Board, March 14, that it 
should retain that general appellation. 
It was, at the same time, also resolved 
that, with the approbation of the Con- 
vention, the station on St. Joseph’s be 
denominated the Carey Mission Station, 


Grateful reflections, 


The resolution of the Board to name 
the establishment after one of the best 
men in the world, we view as a high 
encomium on the mission, and as an ex- 
pression of expectation relative to its 
usefulness. 

We esteem it a singular favour, that, 
at the dating of every letter, and at the 
transacting of all business at the estab- 
lishment which requires a record, we 








shall, by the reiteration of the word 
Carey, be admonished to self-denial 
and devotedness to the cause of God 
and religion; to vigilance and persever- 
ance under the most trying and diseour- 
aging circumstances; to patience and 
forbearance under the gratings of ca- 
jumny ; and, in humble reliance on the 
good providence of God, to “ attempt 
great things—expect great things.’’ 
Great, because they involve the tempo- 
ral and eternal interests of men, and 
because their accomplishment depends 
on the power of the Great Jehovah, and 
it is only in respect to the instruments 
employed in bringing them about, that 
littleness can be attached to their cha- 
racter. Did the spirit of Eljiah rest 
upon Elisha? So we would pray for 
ourselves, that the spirit of a Carey 
may rest upon us. 


Another loss of property. 


May 22.—On the loss of our property 
by the upsetting of our periogue on 
the 24th ult. we employed a man to 
bring us ontwo wagon loads more of 
seed corn, seed potatoes, together with 
corn, flour, salt, and other articles of 
which we were in great want. The 
rivers being full, this man was induced 
to make a periogue, and embark with 
the loading at the same place we had 
done ; and it is with increased grief that 
we hear that in the same bend of the 
river, and not more than four rods from 
the place where our first load was turn- 
ed into the river, this periogue also ran 
upon a tree and capsized. A far less 
proportion of the loading was rescued 
from the waves this time, than at the 
former. All our potatoes and peas are 
lost, and we are in danger of losing 
almost an entire crop of those articles 
for want of seed. A little seed corn 
was saved, but mostly wet, and has 
since sprouted. Not more than one-third 
of the load was saved. The loss is con- 
siderable, and we fear it will be felt by 
the mission even another year. Weare 
left to a scanty allowance of breadstuff. 
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May 23.—We are making every pos- | 
sible exertion to save the family from 
suffering at present for want of bread, | 
and the establishment from scarcity 
another season for want of seed to 
plant. Have sent again to Fort Wayne | 
in haste. Here we are endeavouring to 
purchase a little corn and potatoes at 
the several Indian villages. 


Visit ta the Ottawas. 

May 26,—Believing that our engage- 
ments with government make it really | 
necessary for me to visit the Ottawas on | 
Grand river, 130 miles N. E, of this, in | 
order to confer with them relative to | 
our contemplated mission establishment | 
there, I this day left home for that pur- | 
pose. 

May 31.—1 have now been two days | 
among the Ottawas on Grand river, | 
about 90 miles from its mouth, on the 
eastern shore of Lake Michigan. It 
enters the Lake at the computed dis- | 
tance of 75 miles, partly north of the | 
mouth of St. Joseph’s, The river at) 
this place is about 120 yards wide; its 
general course is about west. It is navi- | 
gable for boats that could run on any of | 
the Mississippi waters of the same size. 
The water is not clear, but resembling | 
tea, from which circumstance we infer | 
the existence of the numerous marshes | 
and small lakes that contribute to its 
formation. It passes through an uneven 
though not mountainous country, in 
which, however, the traveller seldom 
meets with a spring of water, or even a 
ravine to lead off the waters that fall. 
The rains which fall are generally either 
drunk in by the loose sandy soil, or ga- 
thered into-small lakes, in size from 10 
to 500 acres. 

It is worthy of remark that some of 
these lakes, even those which have no 
visible communication with other wa- 
ters, abound with fish of the kinds com- 
mon in the rivers of this country. By 
what means were they settled in these 
waters? Were they placed here when 














ihe waters were first peopled by the 


| me; but one acquainted with their man- 





Creator? Or did the ancient inhabitantg 
place them here that they might serve 
for food? Or have fish existed in these 
small lakes ever since their formation 
by the retiring of the great flood of 
waters, which the face of this country 
inevery place declares to the observer 
once inundated it? 
Mr. M‘Coy called on to cure an idiot. 


An old Ottawa woman brought her 
son, ayoyng man, to me, that 1 might 
heal him of the disease of convulsive 
fits, with which he has been afflicted 
from a child, and by which he has been 
rendered quite an idiot. She said that 
a relation of hers had informed her 
that one of her children had been af. 
flicted in the same way, and that a Ro- 
man Catholic priest by his prayers had 
cured the child. She had taken this 
young man to an Indian, who was repu- 
ted skilful in such cases, but he did not 
sucteed in this, alleging as the cause of 
his failure that the disease was occasion- 
ed by the moon, which he could not 
control. She then applied to a second 
doctor, whose success was no better 
than the first, and who also attributed 
the cause to the influence of the moon. 
Both, however, agreed in opinion that I 
had power to control the moon, and 
that if she would bring her son to me 
he would be restored to health. She 
had accordingly brought him, believing 
that L could do as had been affirmed of 
me; her faith in this respect being 
strengthened by a change she had dis- 
covered in the symptoms since my ar- 
rival, which she imputed to my pre- 
sence. Since the lad had been in my 
presence he had had a fit, but instead of 
falling apparently lifeless as formerly, he 
had only a slight convulsion, &c. 1 told 
her I did not think 3 could cure her son. 
He was so old, and his.disease of such 
long standing, that I did not think he 
would ever be cured. 

For the ambiguity of this reply, 2 
stranger to those people would censure 
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ners and prejudices, would not think 
my reply too great an accommodation 
to their superstition. ; 


Funeral rites. 


June 1.—As I was retiring from a vil- 
lage toa place where I lodged, I saw 
a company of women going to perform 
a funeral rite at the grave of achild that 
had been buried a few days. On my 
expressing a desire to return and wit- 
ness the ceremony, a half-breed whom I 
had with me for assistance, and who re- 
sided at this place, assured me that he 
would give me a correct account of the 
whole scene on such occasions. His 
statement was as follows : 

A few days after the burial of a'! 
child, the father, or mother, or if neither | 
of these be living and present, another | 
of the nearest relations to the deceased, , 
makes a feast; that is, they prepare | 
corn, meat, or wHatever is most conve- 
nient, and carry it to the grave, to which | 
the company of sympathizing friends | 
repair. If the feast be prepared by a_ 
man, none but men attend ; if by a wo- | 
man, none but women attend. When | 
assembled at the grave, the ruler of the | 
feast distributes to each of the attend- | 
ants a portion of the food prepared, | 
and each of them, before eating any | 
themselves, presents a small portion to 
the dead, by placing or pouring it on | 
the head ofthe grave; to allow of which | 
a small aperture is usually left in the 
poles or boards that enclose the grave. 
If in the company of females there 
should be one who is considered scan- 
dalously profligate, she is not permitted 
to hand her portion to the deceased her- 
self, but the mistress of the feast takes 
it at her hand and offers it. The re- 
mainder is then eaten by the company. 


Feasts for the dead. 


Feasts for the dead-are celebrated ina 
similar manner for adults, and are re- 
peated, usually, .once a year. 








On returning from their wintering | 


the grass and weeds are carefully remov- 
ed from around the graves of their de- 
ceased friends, and none is permitted te 
grow there during summer. When 
men attend those -feasts for adults, ad- 
dresses are made to the dead as though 
they understodd all that passed. The 
circumstances of their preparing a seat 
within the enclosure of the grave for 
the deceased to sit upon, and of making 
a window for him to look through, to- 
gether with their offering him meat and 
drink, tobacco, &c. as well as their con- 
versation addressed to hin, seem to in- 
dicate a belief that the deceased is not 
really insensible, though I believe they 
possess no distinct ideas on the subject. 
I have not found any who could give a 
rational answer to questions which one 
would naturally be led to ask on such 
subjects. 


Religious ceremonies. 


There has been a time, no doubt, 
when there was'something like system 
in their mythology ; but, in every re- 
spect, they have greatly degenerated, 
even within the recollection of some, 
who speak of the circumstance with 
tears. ‘‘ Now,” say they, “our people 
think of nothing but whiskey !” 

Formerly, when they returned to their 
villages in the spring, they made a feast, 
preparing the food for which would 
probably occupy one day. At 12 
o’clock on the following day, the peo- 
ple, men, women, and children, would 
assemble at a house chosen for the pur- 
pose. An old and respectable man 
among them would proclaim, wit! a 
loud voice, that the time for taking their 
seats had arrived. All being seated, 
the old man would address them. They 
would then sing a song of thanksgiving 
to God for past mercies, and requesting 
a continuation of favours. The old man 
would then, in behalf ofthe whole, put 
up a prayer to the Great Spirit, return- 
ing thanks for their preservation 
through the winter, and for bri.cving 





gtounds to their villages in the spring, 4 them together again at their villages, 
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and requesting the blessing of God on 
their labours through the summer, cry- 
ing, as my informant spontaneously ob- 
served, * O, my father, we want corn, we 
want beans, &c, &c. give us these 
> All would then eat; after a 
little respite they again sing ; singing, 


ieee 
things. 


with short intermissions, would be re- 
peated four times during the service ; 
after which all would disperse, and as 
soon afterwards as they chose would 
commence gardening, and planting 
their fields. 

Feasts and dances are still annually 
observed at tlfe same season of the year, 
but with far less order, solemnity, and 
good sense. This account may be re- 
lied upon as correct, so far as it extends, 


doubted veracity, who shed tears on the 
recital, saying, “ at those feasts I cried 
all the time.” 


Monumental inscriptions. 


Among the Ottawas we often find at 
the head ofa grave, even of a child, a 
post, in height somewhat proportioned 


one side is the picture of an animal, the 
name of which is the prevailing name 
in the family; as, for instance, one would 
be called panther, a second would be 
named after the panther’s foot, a third 
after his track, &c. We would there- 
fore expect to find on this monumental 
post, the likeness ofa panther. A clumsy 
drawing, slightly resembling a man 
without a head, on another side of the 
post, would represent a person whom 
the deceased, or, if a child, the father, 
or other guardian friend, had killed in 
war. A similar drawing, with the addi- 
tion of a head, would signify one 
wounded; and these emblems would be 
multiplied in proportion to the number 
of occurrences which they are intended 
to represent. I conjecture that vanity 
often prompts them to stretch a little be- 
yond the bounds of truth. 

By the side of those posts we some- 


as we derive our information from an ; 
aged, intimate acquaintance, of un- | 


to the size and age of the deceased. On | 





} 
! 


‘ 


} 








‘ 


n — <2 





times find a stick standing, say two 
feet in length, with which a Visitant 
raps on the post, as if to arouse the 
dead, and acquaint him with the arrival 
of his friend. 


Marks of distinction. 


Posts of the same figure, but taller, 
are sometimes placed on the outside of 
# house in which they perform one of 
their dances. Jn this case it seems 
chiefly designed for an exhibition of the 
different ranks in society, to which the 
chiefs of the place are entitled. The 
greatest man being allowed to make 
the largest mark, or the most in num. 
ber. 


Decorated poles, 


We sometimes find, at their villages, 
a tall pole handsomely peeled, a few 
streaks of vermilion encircling it, and on 
the top a bunch of small green boughs 
neatly tied. ‘This f$ reared solely for 
religious purposes, It is designed te 
assist them in their devotions, and it is 
thought to be pleasing to the Great 
Spirit. ButI have not been able to 
ascertain that they possess any distinct 
ideas on the subject. 

Want of more missionaries. 

Until we can obtain more missiona- 
rics, four labours at this place must be 
on a very limited scale. We wish, how- 
ever, to settle among them a blacksmith, 


and to afford them some instruction in 
relation to husbandry this season. 


Kind treatment by an Indian and his wife. 


June 3.—Having travelled two days 
towards home, I find myself in the 
house of an Indian friend, who, with his 
wife, isso much more refined and hospi- 
table than any others I have seen since 
I left home, that the circumstance de- 
serves notice. No sooner had I alight- 
ed, than the man came, and shaking my 
hand, invited me into his little house, 
which he kept as close almost as an 
oven, in order to keep out the mosche- 
toes. While the good woman was pre- 
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paring supper; the landlord sweetened 
5 kettle of water for us to drink. This 
js a common beverage among these 
indians. Ihave become so used to it, 
that I find it quite palatable, and always 
grateful to my stomach. I had with me 
a little tea, which I requested should be 
prepared forus. They could furnish 
meat, but no bread. While I was de- 
lighted with the kindness which was 
shown to us, the simplicity of the style 
was a little amusing, though it was, by 





the bye, the utmost stretch towards re- | 


fnement of manners, that could be 
made at present. For want ofa table, 
the cloth was spread on the floor, on 
which we also seated ourselves, with 
the landlady seated in the same way, at 
one side, in order to pour the tea. This 
was poured into bowls, and cooled in 
wooden ladles, &c.&c. The best place 
in the house was given me to sleep on. 


Proceed on the journey homeward, 


June 4.—Left two of the men who 
had tired, and proceeded with a third, 
he on foot having tired his horse, and 
teft him in the woods. 


Arrive at home. 


June 5.—Fell in with a man return- 
ing from Detroit, whom I had sent 


' thither on business. Was distressed on 


learning that a vessel which we expect- 
ed would, agreeably to contract, bring 
us by the 10th inst. 50 barrels of flour, 
and other things which we greatly 
needed, had not passed Detroit on the 
28th ult. consequently I fear the family 
will suffer for want of provisions. Sent 
word among the Indians that | would 
pay them well for every grain of corn 


that they would bring us. Prospect of 


getting very dull. At 12 o’clock ar- 
rived at home. Found all well. The 
business in the schools, (which con- 
tain 40 native scholars,) in the house, 
and on the farm, all moving on pleasant- 
ly. Neverdid I feel myself more blest 
than on finding harmony, patience, 
cheerfulness, and hope. 
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under peculiarly trying and threatening 
circumstances. ‘The allowance of bread 
was very short indeed, and our corn 
partly exhausted; yet none complained, 
and all hoped for better times. Brother 
Lykins was out in quest of corn, obtain- 
ed a little; says he does not believe there 
is as much in the country, within many 
miles of this place, as would suflice for 
our family two weeks. 

In my absence they had procured 
and planted about 7 bushels of potatoes. 
A boy who had formerly attended our 
schoo] at Fort Wayne, and his brother, 


| had been offered to the family; but, on 


account of the scarcity that prevailed, it 
had been thought inadvisable to take 
them at present. 

Visited by un exploring party. 

The school had been divided on the 
2d inst. and the females placed in charge 
ofa young lady we had hired. The es- 
tablishment had been honoured by 2 
call from five gentlemen, commissioned 
by government to go on an exploring 
tour to the westward, viz. Major S. H. 
Long, commander, &c. Mr. Thomas Say, 
zoologist and antiquarian; Mr. James E 
Calhoun, assistant topographer and as- 
tronomer ; Mr. Samuel Seymour, lands- 
cape painter; and Mr. Wm. Keating, mi 
neralogist and geologist. 


ttacked with cholera morbdus. 


In the evening was attacked with 
cholera morbus, occasioned, I suppose, 
by want of food more grateful to my 
stomach than I had lately been allowed 


Another disappointment. 

June 6,—This day we expected 2 
wagon here from Fort Wayne, with 
corn, potatoes, kc. forus. Hearing no- 
thing from it, we sent off one of our teams 


it in haste to the Fort for flour. 


Letter from the Indian Department, 


June 7.—The neighbouring chiefs 


came in to hear the contents of a letter 
addressed to them from the Indian De- 
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Letter from brother Roberts. 

June 8.—Unable to preach, lectured 
from my seat, prayed, &c. and read and 
explained tothe children part of a letter 
from brother Roberts, of the Cherokee 
Mission, published in the “ Luminary,” 
which informs of the serious attention to 


preaching, and of the prayerful inqui- |; 


ries after religion, among the people 

and children of his charge. May the 

mercies of the Lord exceed the most 

sanguine expectations of those highiy 

favoured brethren, and may even these 

Indians also be graciously remembered ! 
Sickness continues. 


June 9.—Able to walk about, and 
write a little; several of the family indis- 
posed with dysentery; one man danger- 
ously ill. I suppose our complaint is oc- 
easioned chiefly by an absence of whoie- 
some food, particularly bread, of which 
we have eaten none of consequence for 
gome time. We cannot afford the sick 
half as much as they ought to have, and 
that little which they get is damaged. 


Generous Indian. 


June 13.—Sent out two men to seck 
for corn, as we have not enough to last 
us through the day. Obtained a little. 
The Indian had not the corn to spare, 
and refused to sell it ; but said, “ It 1s 
too bad to be hungry. I will give my 
father that bag full. 1 beheve 1 will 
lose nothing by it, for L think he will 
give me as much when he shall have 
obtained corn.” 


Health improving. 

June 14.—Our health isa little impro- 
ved, but all complaining of great debili- 
ty, except the Indian part of our fami- 
ly, who bear the absence of bread 
without apparent inconvenience. 
Brother Ficklin arrives, with cattle from 

Kentucky. 

June 15.—This evening arrived 121 
head of cattle, which had been collected 
by Rev. Corbly Martin, Agent, in Ken- 
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| by Rev. John H. Ficklin. The droye 








200. They came as safely as could be 
expected as far as Fort Wayne, where 
they left about 60 to recruit and to be 
brought on at another time. 
This is a most valuable acquisition to 
the property of the mission. We were 
| in want of the cattle, but did not expect 
that half the number would be sent to us, 
With grateful emotions we would re. 
cord the liberality of our Kentucky 
friends, and pray that God may far ex. 








ceed their expectations in remunerat- 
ing them. 


Brother Ficklin departs. 

June 17.—Having been _ gratified 
with the company and conversation of 
brother ' Ficklin, we were forced to 
realize the pain of giving him the part. 
ing hand. The society of Christians is, 
in this wilderness, very dear. 


Motives for gratitude. 


Flour by way of the lake not arrived; 
one of our wagons returned with corn 
and potatoes, but no flour. Hope the 
other will be here with flour in a few 
days. Feel thankful that our business 
is not materially affected by our scarci- 
tv. We have fenced almost 60 acres of 
land, are growing 35 acres of corn, and 
have two acres ingarden. Our difficul- 
ties are not greater than we ought to 
expect, our prospects of usefulness are 
encouraging, and the mercies of the 
Lord are great. 


ee eee 


CHEROKEE MISSION. 

Tar Rev. Mr. Roberts writes from the 
Valley Towns, that the mission has 
some little encouragement, from the 
manifestation of the grace of God, in 
the hopeful conversion of two or three 
of the natives. 

“ One of them is Wasadi, a full breed, 
anda member of the National Council. 
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He is totally ignorant of the English 
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janguage, and what knowledge he has 
of divine things was communicated to 
him through the medium of our inter- 
preter, and the portions of Scripture 
translated into the Indian language. He 
appears to be an “Israelite indeed, in 
whom is no guile.” He feels a great 
concern for his people, and thinks if 
they only knew of the Saviour, all 
would believe. He asked whether the 
ungodly white people ever heard the 
gospel. When answered that they did, 
he was astonished that they could con- 
tinue in sin and unbelief. He goes 
about among his people to tell what a 
precious Saviour he has found. He 
prays with them, and for them, and per- 
suades them to look to the Lamb of God 
for the pardon of sin, and their accept- 
ance with Heaven. He says that he 
used to dread the thoughts of dying, 
but now his fears are all gone, and he 
feels very happy. - I asked what made 
him feel so happy? He said, “I am 
thinking all the time about Jesus 
Christ.” When at home, he has wor- 
ship regularly in his family, morning and 
evening. May God make him a shining 
light in this benighted land.” 

A letter from another of the mis- 
sion family, dated September 6, 1823, 
states :— 


“The week before last, we were fa- 
voured with a visit from brethren Mer- 
cer and Sherwood, of Georgia. They 
staid with us five days, examined the 
children, and preached several times. 
Brother Sherwood has promised to visit 
us again as soon as he can make it con- 
venient. 

“ Qur school has been but small since 
the vacation in July, owing to the prey- 
alence of the measles among the chil- 
dren. We have requested them not 
to return till quite recovered. Some 
of our pupils who left the school, 
through the influence of friends in 
North Carolina, have returned this 
week, and we learn that more are com- 
ing. Thus the effect of exertions to 
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injure the mission is dying away of 
itself. The boys belonging to the 
school improve in willingness and 
ability to labour on the farm. Mrs. 
Jones has undertaken the tuition of the 
girls, and such of the boys as are too 
smail to work.” 





FOREIGN. 


MISSION TO BURMAH. 


The following communication from bro. 
ther Judson, was received too late to 
be inserted in its appropriate place ; 
but the very interesting intelligence it 
furnishes, and the long time that has 
elapsed since we had the satisfaction 
of presenting our readers any details 
from this station, induces us to depart 
from the accustomed arrangement. 


—_—_— 


Mr. Judson’s journal continued fron 
August 21, 1822. 

Arrer much tedious detention, re- 
sulting from our connexion with govern- 
ment, brother Price and myself set out 
from Rangoon, on the 28th of August, 
in a boat furnished at the public ex- 
pense ; and on the 27th of Sept. reached 
Ava, the present capital, a few miles 
below Ah-mali-rah-pore. We were im- 
mediately introduced to the king, who 
received brother Price very graciously, 
and made many inquiries about his 
medical skill, but took no notice of me, 
exceptas interpreter. The atwenwoon 
Moung Zah, however, immediately re- 
cognized me, made a few inquiries 
about my welfare, in presence of the 
king, and after his majesty had with- 
drawa, conversed a little on religious 
subjects, and gave me some private ecn- 
couragement to remain at the capital. 

Oct. 1.—To-day, the king noticed 
me for the first time, though i have ap- 
peared before him nearly every day, 
since our arrival. After making some 
inquiries, as usual, about brother Price, 
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he added, “ And you, in black, what 
are you? a medical man, too?” “Nota 
medical man, but a teacher of religion, 
your majesty.” He proceeded to make 
a few inquiries about my religion, and 
then put the alarming question, whether 
any had embraced it. I evaded, by say- 
ing, “Nothere.” He persisted, “ Are 
there any in Rangoon?” “ There are a 
few.” “Are they foreigners?” I 
trembled for the consequences of an 
answer, which might inyolve the little 
church in ruin; but the truth must be 
sacrificed, or the consequences hazard- 
ed, and | therefore replied, “ There 
are some foreigners’ and some Bur- 
mans.” He remained silent a few mo- 
ments, but presently showed that he 
was not displeased, by asking a great 
variety of questions on religion and 
geography and astronomy, some of 
which were answered in such a satis- 
factory manner, as to occasion a general 
expression of approbation, in all the 
court present. After his majesty retir- 
ed, a than-dau-tsen (a royal secretary) 
entered into conversation, and allowed 
me to expatiate on several topics of the 
Christian religion, in my usual way. 
And all this took place in the hearing 
of the very map, now an atwenwoon, 
who, many years ago, caused his uncle 
to be tortured almost to death under the 
iron maul, for renouncing Boodhism and 
embracing the Roman Catholic religion! 
but I knew it not at the time, though, 
from his age, a slight suspicion of the 
truth passed across my mind. Thanks 
to God, for the encouragement of this 
day. The monarch of the empire has 
distinctly understood, that some of his 
subjects have embraced the Christian 
religion, and his wrath has been re- 
strained, Let us then hope, that, as he 
becomes more acquainted with the ex- 
cellence of the religion he will be more 
and more willing, that his subjects 
should embrace it. 


Oct. 3.—Left the boat, and moved 





inte the house ordered to be erected | 
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for us by the king. A mere temporary 
shed, however, it proves to be, scarcely 


sufficient to screen us from the gaze of 


people without, or from the rain above. 
It is situated near the present palace, 
and joins the enclosure of Prince M—, 
eldest half-brother of the king. 


Oct. 4.—On our return from the pa.- 
lace, whither we go every morning 
after breakfast, Prince M— sent for me, 
I had seen him once before, in company 
with brother Price, whom he called for 
medical advice. To-day he wished to 
converse on science and religion. He 
is a fine young man of twenty-eight, 
but greatly disfigured by a paralytic 
affection of the arms and legs. Being 
cut off from the usual sources of amuse- 
ment, and having associated a little with 
the Portuguese padres, who have lived 
at Ava, he has acquired a strong taste 
for foreign science. My communications 
interested him very much, and I found 
it difficult to get away, until brother 
Price sent expressly for me to go again 
to the palace. 


Oct. 15.—For ten days past, have 
been confined with the fever and ague. 
To-day, just able to goto the palace, 
and have a little conversation with some 
of the court officers, Afterwards, visit- 
ed Prince M—. 

Oct. 16.—Had a very interesting con- 
versation, in the palace, with two of the 
atwenwoons and several officers, on the 
being of God, and other topics of the 
Christian religion, Some of them mani- 
fested a spirit of candour and free in- 
quiry, which greatly encouraged me. 

Oct. 21.—Visited the atwenwoon 
Moung Z, and hada long conversation on 
the religion and customs of foreigners, 
in which I endeayoured to communicate 
as much as possible ef the gospel. 
Upon the whole, he appeared to be 
rather favourably disposed, and on my 
taking leave, invited me respectfully to 
visit him occasionally. Thence I pro- 
ceeded to the palace, but met with no- 
thing noticeable; and thence to the 
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house of Prince M—, with whom I had 
an hour’s uninterrupted conversation. 
But I am sorry to find, that he is rather 
amused with the information I give him, 
than disposed to consider it a matter 
of personal concern. I presented him 
with a tract, which he received as a fa- 
vour; and finally I ventured to ask 
him, whether Burman subjects, who 
should consider and embrace the Chris- 
tian religion, would be liable to perse- 
cution. He replied, “Not under the 
reign of my brother. He has a good 
heart, and wishes all to believe and wor- 
ship as they please. :, 
Oct. 22.—Brother Price went to Ah- 
mah-rah-pore to meet a gentleman just 
arrived from Rangoon, who we hope 
may have letters forus. Made an in- 
troductory visit to Prince T—, second 
vwn brother of the king. He received 
me with the affability which character- 
izes his intercourse with foreigners. At 
night, brother Price returned, with a 
large parcel of letters and magazines 
and newspapers from our beloved, far 
distant native land, and what was still 
more interesting to me, eight shects 
from Mrs. Judson, on her passage to- 
wards England, the first direct intelli- 
gence I have received from her, since 
she left Madras roads. The Divine 
blessing appears to have crowned her 
efforts, and those of the pious captain 
of the ship, to the hopeful conversion of 
several souls, and among others, the 
ladies of a family of rank, her fellow-pas- 
sengers, Atthe last date, April 24th, 
she was under the line, in the Atlantic, 
and experienced a slight return of her 
complaint, after having long indulged 
the hope that it was completely removed. 
A single line from Bengal informs me of 
the death of our dear brother Colman, 
but leaves me ignerant of all the par- 
ticulars. May our bereaved sister be 
supported under this heaviest of all af- 
flictions; and may the severe loss, 
which the mission has sustained, be 
sanctified tous all. 
Oct. 23.—Had some pleasant con- 











versation with Moung Z—, in the pa- 
lace, partly in the hearing of the 
king. At length his majesty came 
forward, and honoured me with some 
personal notice for the second time, in- 
quired much about my country, and au- 
thorized me to invite American ships to 
his dominions, assuring them of protec- 
tion, and cffering every facility for the 
purposes of trade. 

Oct. 24 —Visited Moung Z—, at his 
house. He treated me with great re- 
serve, and repelled all attempts at con- 
versation. Afterwards called on Prince 
M—, and spent a long time with him 
and the officers in waiting. The whole 
tract was read before them, by one of 
the secretaries. In the afternoon, went 
out of town to visit Moung Shwa-thah, 
former viceroy of Rangoon. During 
our absence, Prince M— sent to our 
house to call me, saying that a learned 
pundit was in attendance, with whom 
he wished to hear me converse. I mer 
tion the circumstance as somewhat indi- 
cative of the Prince’s mind. 

Oct. 25.—A tedious, unprofitable day, 
the forenoon spent in the palace to no 
purpose, andthe afternoon, with Prince 
M— and Prince T—, at their houses, 
without being able to introduce any re* 
ligious or useful conversation. 

Oct. 26.—While I lay ill with the 


fever and ague, some days ago, a young » 


man, brother of an officer of Prince M— 
visited me, and listened to a consider- 
able exposition of gospel truth. Since 
then, he has occasionally called, and 
manifested a desire to hear and know 
more. This evening, he came to at- 
tend our evening worship, and remained 
conversing till 9 o’clock. Lhope that 
light is dawning on his mind. He de- 
sires to know the truth, appears to be, 
in some degree, sensible of his sins, and 
has some slight apprehension of the 
love and grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Oct. 28.—Spent the forenoon with 
Prince M—. He obtained for the first 
time (though I baye explained it tm 
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him many times) some view of the na- 
ture of the atonement, and cried out 
* good He then 
number of objections, which I removed 


good.” proposed a 


to lus apparent satisfaction, Our subse- 
quent conversation turned, as usual, on 
points of geography and astronomy. 
He candidly 
coul:! not resist my arguments in favour || 


acknowledged, 


of the Copernican system ; 
he admitted them, he must also admit, 
that the Boodhist system was over- 
thrown. In the afternoon. visited Prince || 


T—. A hopeless case. 


and that, if | 


that he | 


! 


¥ 


friendly manner, and he invited me te 
visit him occasionally. 
1.—Visited the Tset-kyah- 
woongyee, at his particular request, 
with brother Price. He made the usua} 
inquiries, medical and theological, and 
treated us with marked politeness. 

N.B. The wongyees, of which there are 
four, rank next to the members of the 


Nov 


royal family, being public ministers of 


state, and forming the high court of the 
empire. The atwenwoons, of which 
| there are six or sev en, may be termed 
private ministers of state, forming the 


Oct. 29,—Made an introductory visit i privy council of the king. Next in rank 


to the great Prince, so called, by way | 
of eminence, being the only brother of 
the queen, and sustaining the rank of 


chief atwenwoon. Have frequently met 
him at the palace, where he has treated 
me rather uncourteously ; and my re- 
ception to-day was such as I had too 
much reason to expect. 


Oct.30.—Spent part of the forenoon 
with Prince M— and his wife, the prin- 
cess of S—, own sister of the king. 
Gave her a copy of Mrs. Judson’s Bur- 
man catechism, with which she was 
much pleased. They both appear to be 
somewhat attached to me, and say, 
do not return to Rangoon, but, when 
your wife arrives, call her to Ava. The 
king will give you a piece of ground, 


on which to build a kyoung (a house 


appropriated to the residence of sacred 
characters.) In the evening, they sent 
for me again, chiefly on account of an 
officer of government, to whom they 
wished to introduce me. 


Oct. S1.—Visited the atwenwoon 
Moung K—, whom I have frequently 
met at the palace, who has treated me 
with distinguished candour. He receiv- 
ed me very politely, and laying aside 
his official dignity, entered into a most 
spirited dispute, on various points of 
religion. 


r 





fe pretended to maintain his | 


ground without the shadow of doubt; | 


‘inclined to thnk 
serious doubts. 


but I am 


that he has | 
We parted in a very | 





to the woongyees are the woondouks, 
assistants or deputies of the woongyees. 
The subordinate officers, both of the 
palace and of the high court, are quite 
innumerable. 

Nov. 6.—Since the last date, have 


been confined with another return of 


the fever and ague. 

Nov. 7.—Ventured to call again on 
the great Prince, and was rather better 
received, but had no religious conversa- 
tion. 


Nov. 11.—Visited the than-dau-tsen 
Moung soo (of Oct. Ist,) and spent an 
hour very agreeably, though unable to 
introduce religion. He manifests more 
personal friendship, than any other of 
my Ava acquaintances. 

N.&. Understood that, according te 
the public registers, 40,000 houses have 
removed from Ah-mah-rah-pore to Ava, 
the new capital, and that 50,000 remain, 
The Burmans reckon ten persons, great 
and small, to a house, which gives 
700,000 for the whole population of the 
metropolis of Burmah. 


Nov. 12.—Spent the whole forenoon 
with Prince M— and his wife. Made «@ 
fuller disclosure than ever before, of the 
nature of the Christian religion, the ob 
ject of Christians in sending me to this 
country, my former repulse at court, 
aud the reason of it, our exposure to 
sersecution in Rangoon, the affair of 
Moung Shwa-gnorg, &c. &c. They 
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entered into my views and feelings with 
considerable interest ; but both said, de- 
cidedly, that though the king would not 
himself persecute any one on account 
of religion, he would not give any order 
exempting from persecution, but would 
leave his subjects, throughout the em- 
pire, to the regular administration of 
the local authorities. 

After giving the Prince a suecinet ac- 
count of my religious experience, I ven- 
tured to warn himof his danger, and 
urge him to make the Christian religion | 
his immediate personal concern. He 
appeared, for a moment, to feel the force 
of what I said, but soon replied, “tam 
yet young, only twenty-eight. I am 
desirous of studying all the foreign arts 
and sciences. My mind will then be en- 
larged, and I shall be capable of judging 
whether the Christian religion be true | 
or not.” But suppose your highness 
changes worlds in the mean time.” His 
countenance again fell. ‘It is true,” 
said he, “I know not when I shall die.” 
I suggested, that it would be well to 
pray to God for light, which, if obtain- 
ed, would enable him at once to distin- | 
guish between truth and falsehood; 
and so we parted. O, Fountain of Light! | 
shed down one ray into the mind of. 
this amiable Prince, that he may become | 
a patron of thine infant cause, and in- | 
herit an eternal crown, 

Nov. 14.—Another interview with 
Prince M—. He seemed at one time 
almost ready to give up the religion of 
Gaudama, and listened, with much ea- 
gerness and pleasure, to the evidences 
ofthe Christian religion. But present- 
ly two Burman teachers came in, with 











chief officer and the mayor of the city 
were present ; and we carried on a de- 
sultory conversation, such as necessari- 
ly takes place on the first interview. 
Her highness treated me with uncom- 
mon affability and respect, and invited 
me to call frequently. 

Vov. 26.—Have been confined since 
the 2lst, with a third attack of the 
fever and ague. To-day, went to the 
palace, and presented a petition for a 
certain piece of ground within the 
walls of the town, “to build a kyoung 
on.” ‘Fhe king granted it, on condi- 
tion that the ground should be found 
unoccupied. 

Nov. 28.—Spent the whole day at 
the palace, in endeavouring to secure 
the ground petitioned for. At night, 
the land measurer general’s secretary 
accompanied me to ascertain the pre- 
mises, and make out a plan of the 
place 

Nov. 29.—The land measurer general 
reported to the atwenwoons, that the 
ground was not actually occupied, but 
having been the site of a kyoung, when 
formerly the city was the seat of goy- 
ernment, must be considered sacred 
and unalienable; in which opinion nearly 
all the atwenwoons coincided, notwith- 
standing the king’s decision to the con- 
trary. 

Had an interesting interview with 
Prince M—, and presented hifn with a 
copy of the three last chapters of Mat- 


| thew, in compliance with his wish to 
; . 
have an account of the death and resur- 


rection of Jesus Christ. He appeared 
concerned for our failure to-day in the 
privy council, but still maintained, that 


whom he immediately joined, and con- |; though the ground was sacred, it might 


tradicted all I said. 
Nov. 18.—Visited the princess of || 
‘f—, at her particular request. She is 


with propriety be given to a priest, 
though not a priest of Gaudama, and 


the eldest own sister of the king, and jj to the king. 


therefore, according ‘to Burman laws, | 


consigned to perpetual celibacy. She i 





Dec. 25.—I have had nothing scarce- 
ly of a missionary nature to notice, since 


kad heard of me from her brother-in- |} the last date, having been employed 
law, Prince M—, and wished to con- || most of the time (thatis, in the intervals 


verse on science and religion. Her 


'of two more attacks of fever and ague) 
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in endeavouring to procure a piece of 
ground within the city, but have been 
defeated at every point: At one time, 
I had received the king’s positive order 
for the place above-mentioned, and, at 
considerable expense, passed it through 
the privy council and the supreme 
court, as far as the chief woongyee ; 
but as svon as he s.w it, he disputed its 
propriety; and at the next morning 
levee, which he summoned me to at- 
tend, he civilly told his majesty that 
the ground was sacred, and ought not 
to be given away. Three of the atwen- 
woons joined him. ‘lhe king at first re- 
mained silent; but at length said, 
“Well, give him some vacant spot.” 
And thus was the order cancelled. As 
for the vacant spot, if we are debarred 
all sacred ground, | believe it will be 
impossible to find it within the walls 
either of the inner or the outer city, 
such is the immense demand for places, 


occasioned by the perpetual emigration 


from the old city. 
In prosecuting this business, 1 had 


t had to say of Gaudama. I replici, that 
|, we all knew he was the son of king 
| Thog-dau-dah-nah; that we regarded 
| him as a wise man and a great teacher, 
‘but did not call him God. « That is 
right,” said Moung K. N. an atwenwoon 
who has not hitherto appeared very 
friendly tome. And he proceeded to 
relate the substance of a long communi- 
cation which I lately made to him in 
_ the privy council room, about God and 
| Christ, &c. And this he did, ina very 
clear and satisfactory manner, so that } 
had scarcely a single correction to make 
in his statement. Moung Z, encourag. 
ed by all this, really began to take the 
side of God, before his majesty, and 
said, Nearly all the world, your ma- 
jesty, believe in an eternal God ; all, ex. 
cept Burmah and Siam, these little 
spots!” His majesty remained silent; 
and after some other desultory inquiries, 
he abruptly arose and retired. 
Jan. 2.—To-day I informed the king, 
i that it was my intention to return to 
Rangoon. Will you proceed thence 


} 





one noticeable interview with the king. 
Brother Price, and two English gentle- 
men were present. The king appear- | 
ed to be attracted by our number, and | 
came toward us; but his conversation | 
was directed chiefly tome. He again | 
inquired about the Burmans who had | 
embraced my religion. “ Are they real | 
Burmans? Do they dress like other 
Burmans ?” &c. I had occasion to re- | 
mark, that I preached every Sunday. 
“ What! in Burman” Yes. * Letus 
hear how you preach.” I hesitated. 
An atwenwoon repeated the order. I 
began with a form of worship which 
first ascribes glory to God and then de- 
elares the commands of the law of the 
gospel; after whichIstopt. ‘Go on,” 
said another atwenwoon. The whole 
court was profoundly silent. 1 proceed- 
ed with afew sentences declaraiive of | 
the perfections of God, when his majes- 

ty’s curiosity was satisfied, and he in- | 
terruptedme. In the course of subsc- 

muent conversation, he asked what I | 





to your own country?” Only to 
Rangoon.” His majesty gave an ac- 
quiescing nod. The atwenwoon Moung 
Z— inquired “ Will you both go, or 
will the doctor remain ‘” I said that 
he would remain. Brother Price made 
some remark on the approaching hot 
season, and the inconvenience of our 
present situation ; on which Moung Z—, 
inferring that it was on account of the 
climate that I was about leaving, turned 
to me, saying, “ Then you will return 
here, after the hot season.” I looked 
| at the king, and said, that if it was 
| convenient, I would return ; which his 
majesty again sanctioned by an acqui- 
escing nod and smile, and in reply to 
brother Price said, **Let a place be 
given him.” Brother Price, however, 
| thinks of retaining the small place on 
| which we now live, for medical pur- 
| poses, and getting a place at Chaga- 
‘ing, on the opposite side of the river, 
. for his permanent residence. 

In the evening, had a long conver: 
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sation with Moung Z—, on religion. 
He believes that there is an eterna! 


God, and that Gaudama and Christ 


and Mahomet, and others, are great 
teachers, who communicated as much 
truth respectively as they could; but 
that their communications are not the 
werd of God. I pressed my arguments 
as far as I dared; but he seemed to 
have refiected much on the subject, 
and to have become quite settled and 
inflexible in his conclusions. He may 
be called a Deistic Boodhist, the first 
that I have met in the country. On 
parting, however, he remarked, “ This 
isa deep and difficult subject. Do 
you, teacher, consider further, and I 
also will consider.” 

Jan. 7th—Among the many places 
which I endeavoured in vain to procure, 
was a small one, (sufficient for one fa- 
mily only,) pleasantly situated on the 
banks of the river, just without the 
walls of the town, and about a mile from 
the palace. But it had been appropri- 
ated by the chief woongyee, and partly 
fenced in, with the intention of building 
a temporary zayat for his recreation and 
refreshment, when accompanying the 
king in that quarter of the city, and was, 
therefore, placed beyond any reasona- 
ble hope of attainment. Among other 
desperate attempts, however, 1 wrote a 
short petition, asking for that place, and 
begging leave to express my gratitude 
by presenting a certain sum of money. 
it was necessary to put this into his own 
hand; and I was, therefore, obliged to 
follow him about, and watch his move- 
ments, for two or three days, until a fa- 
vourable opportunity occurred, when he 
was apart from all his retinue, I seized 
the moment, presented myself before 
him, and held up the paper, He read 
it, and smiled—* You are indefatigable 
in your search after a place. But you 
cannot have that. It is for my own use. 
Nor, if otherwise, could you get it for 
money. Search further.” I now con- 
cluded to return to Rangoon for the 
present, and wait until the town should 








be settled, when, as ail inform me, I 
shall be able to accommodate myself 
better. I accordingly informed tle king 
of my purpose, as mentioned above, and 
began to look about fora boat, In the 
mean time, it occurred to me, to make 
a ‘*seventh attempt to fix the thread’ 
and I sought another interview with the 
chief woongyee, a being who is really 
more difficult of access than the ing 
himself. This evening I was so fortu- 
nate as to find him at his house, lying 
down, surrounded by forty or fifty of 
his people. I pressed forward into the 
foremost rank, and placed myself ina pro- 
per attitude. After a while, his eye fell 
upon me, and I held up a small bottle of 
eau de luce, and desired to present it. 
One of his officers carried it to him. He 
happened to be much pleased with it, 
and sat upright— What kind of a house 
do you intend to build ?” I told him, but 
added, “I have no place to build on, my 
lord.” He remained in a meditating atti- 
tude a few moments, and then suddenly 
replied, ‘* J/ you want the little enclosure, 
take it /” Lexpressed my gratitude. He 
began to take more notice of me—in- 
quired about my character and profes- 
sion—and then entered, with considera- 
ble spirit, on the subject of religion. 
After some conversation, he desired a 
specimen of my mode of worship and 
preaching; and I was obliged to re- 
peat much more than I did before the 
king ; for whenever I desisted, he or- 
dered me to go on. When his curiosity 
was satisfied, he lay down, and I quietly 
retired. 

Jan. 8th.—After taking the best ad- 
vice, Burman and foreign, I weighed 
out the sum of money mentioned in the 
private petition, together with the es. 
timated expense of fencing the place 
given me by the woongyee, and in the 
evening carried it to his house, where ft 
was again fortunate in finding him !n the 
same position as yesterday evening. A 
few noblemen an their attendants were 
present, which prevented me from im- 
mediately producing the money. Hu 
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excellency soon took notjce of me, and 
from 7 o’clock till 9, the time was chief- 


ly occupied in conversation on religious | 


subjects. 1 found opportunity to bring 


forward some of my favourite arguments, | 


one of which, in particular, seemed to 
cmry conviction to the minds of all pre- 
sent, and extorted, from the great man, 
an expression of praise—such praise, 
however, as is indicative of surprise, ra- 
ther than approbation. When the com- 
pany retired, my people at the outer 
door overheard one say to another, “ Is 


it not pleasant to hear this foreign teach- || 


er converse on religion?’ * Ay,” 


the other, ‘* but his doctrines are dero- 
gatory to the honour of lord Gaudama.” 


When they were gone, | presented the | 


money, saying that I wished to defray 


the expense of fencing the ground, | 


which had been graciously given me. 


His excellency was pleased with the | 


offer, but gently declined accepting any 
thing. He then looked steadily at me, 
as if to penetrate into the motives of my 
conduct, and recollecting the mancu- 


vres of the first English settlers in Ben- | 
gal, thought he had discovered some- 
thing —“ Understand, teacher, that we 


do not give you the entire owning of 
this ground. We take no recompense, 
lest it become American territory. We 


give it to you for your present residence | 
only; and, when you go \away, shall | 


take it again.” “When I go away, 
my lord, those at whose expense the 
house is to be built, will desire to place 
another teacher ‘in my stead.” “ Very 
well; let him also occupy the place; 


but when he dies, or when there is no | 


teacher, we will take it.” In that 
case, my lord, take it.” 

Jan. 10th.—Spent the whole of yester- 
day and to-day with various secretaries 


and officers of government, in getting 


actual possession of the ground given 
me. 

Jan. 13th.—Built a small house, and 
stationed one of the disciples and fami- 
ly, tokeep the place during my ab- 


sence. 


said | 


ey 
———__. 





Jan. 18th—Removed to Chagaing, 
inte a house which Prince M— has al- 
lowed brother Price to build on his 
ground, in expectation that a change 
of air and residence would relieve me 
from the fever and ague, under which | 
suffer nearly every other day. It is my 
intentiop, however, to return immedi- 
ately to Rangoon, the time being near. 
ly expired, which I at first proposed to 
| spend in Ava, and the ends for which 4 
| came up being sufficiently gained. 








| Jan. 22d.—Took leave of Prince M—, 
| He desired me to return soon, and bring 
with me all the Christian scriptures, and 
translate them into Burman; “ for,” 
' said he, “I wish to read them all.” 


Jan. 24th.—-Went to take leave of the 
king, in company with Mr. L., collector 
of the port of Rangoon, who arrived last 
evening. We sat afew moments con- 
versing together. ‘* Whatare you talk- 
| ing about?” said his majesty. “He is 
| speaking of his return to Rangoon,” re- 
| plied Mr. L. “ What does he return 





for? Let him not return. Let them 
both (that is, brother Price and myself,) 
stay together. Ifone goes away, the 
other must remain alone, and will be 
unhappy.” ‘He wishes to go for a 
short time only,” replied Mr. L. “to 
bring his wife, the female teacher, and 
his goods, not having brought any thing 
with him this time ; and he will return 
| soon.” His majesty looked at me, “ Will 
you then come again ’” I replied in the 
affirmative. “ When you come again, 
is it your intention to remain perma- 
nently, or will you go back and forth, 
as foreigners commonly do?” “ When 
|| Icome again, it is my intention to re- 
main permanently.” “ Very well,” said 
his majesty, and withdrew into his inner 
|| apartment. 

Heard to-day of the death of Mah 
Myat-la, sister of Mah Men-la, one of the 
most steadfast of the church in Rangoon. 


Jan. 25th—Embarked on a _ small 


| boat, intending to go day and night, and 


| touch no where, in order to avoid the 




















al: 


"4 











Letter from Mrs. Colman. B44 


——a. 





-—_—— 


= 





robbers, of which we have lately had 
alarming accounts. 

Feb. 2d.—Lord’s-day.— At one o’clock 
in the morning, reached Rangoon, se- 
ven days from Ava. 

The Nan-dau-gong disciples soon 
came over from Dah-lah, on the oppo- 
site side of the river, whither they and 
the Pah-tsooan-doung disciples and in- 
quirers have taken refuge, to escape 
the heavy taxations and fhe illegal ha- 
rassments of every kind, allowed under 
the new viceroy of Rangoon. Others of 
the disciples have fled elsewhere, so 
that there is not a single one remaining 
in Rangoon, except three or four with 
us. ‘The Nan-dau-gong disciples’ house 
has been demolished, and their place 
taken by government, at the instigation 
of their neighbours, who hate them on 
account of religion. Mah Myat-la died 
before the removal. Her sister gave 
me the particulars of her death. Some 
of her last expressions were—“1 put 
my trust in Jesus Christ—I love to pray 
to him—am not afraid of death—shall 
soon be with Christ in Heaven.” 

A letter from Mrs. Judson, in England, 
informs me, that she is going to Ameri- 
ca, and will not be here under several 
months. I propose, therefore, waiting 
herreturn, and occupying the interval 
in finishing the translation of the New 
Testament. 


et 6 ee 


From Mrs. Colman to the Cor. Sec. dated 
Caleutta, April 30, 1823. 
REV. AND DEAR SIR, 

I rnecret that the enclosed accounts 
have not been transmitted to you soon- 
er, but for some time-past there has been 
no opportunity of sending to America. 

You will perceive that considerable 
of the expense previous to the death of 
Mr. Colman, was on account of house- 
vent at Chittagong. Owing to the dif- 
ficulty of obtaining a house merely for 
ashort time, we felt under the necessity 
af continuing the rent of the one we oc- 
Vor. TV Mew Series. 








cupied previous to ourremoval to Cox’s 
Bazar, fully intending to return to it at 
the commencement of the rainy season. 
It was, however, given up immediately 
on our concluding to remain at Cox’s 
Bazar. A good deal was also expended 
for medicines, the most of which I now 
have by me, and intend to send to Ran- 
goon. 

In February I was requested by the 
* Bengal Christian School Society” to 
take the superintendence of their Ben- 
galee Female Schools. Feeling it highly 
important for the preservation of my 
health, and the relief of my afflicted 
mind, to have some specific object to 
occupy my time, I readily complied with 
their kind request ; and cannot but re- 
gard it as a peculiar mercy of God, that 
I should be favoured with an employ- 
ment so congenial to my feelings. 
Since the first of March I have derived 
my pecuniary support from. the above- 
mentioned Society, andam, consequent- 
ly, in no further need of that which I 
have hitherto received from the honour- 
able and highly respected Society in 
America. I feel that my warmest and 
most grateful thanks are due them for 
their past favours, and hope still to 
enjoy the privilege of being considered 
one of their friends, though it should be 
the will of Providence that I continue 
separated from them. 

Ihave the pleasure to send the ac- 
companying address, on the subject of 
schools. Perhaps some pious ladies 
will feel disposed to contribute somes 
thing towards so pleasing and import 
ant an object as it represents. There 
are now several schools under my care, 
comprising, in all, about 150 girls. The 
Society are anxious to enlarge their 
funds, in order that more of these de- 
graded and miserable heathen may be 
instructed. The entire support of one 
school is about 60 dollars a year. I need 
not say it will be peculiarly gratifying to 
my feelings to have something contri 
buted by my own dear country females 

3X 
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CONFERENCE MEETINGS. 

A procs old lady,in a country town, 
had long been in the habit of attending 
religious conference meetings ; for, like 
many others she often found them re- 
freshing and strengthening to her 
Christian graces, and she knew by hap- 
py experience that Christ was faithful 
to his promise, that “where two or 
three are gathered together in my 
name, there am IJ in the midst of them” 
—and she thought (differently from 
many cold professors) that it was a pri- 
vilege to be where Christ was. It hap- 
pened, however, as in many other 
places, religion had got to a low ebb— 
the ways of Zion mourned, because few 
came to her solemn feasts—the love of 
Christians had waxed cold—the wise 
and the foolish were alike asleep, and 
they gave up conference meetings en- 
tirely. Iam inclined to think, however, 
that it was because they gave up these 
meetings, and neglected other duties, 
that they became so cold and stupid ; 
be that as it may, the good old lady 
could not bear to give them up; she 
spoke to one and another of the breth- 
ren to introduce them again—but with 
one accord they replied, we have worn 
them quite out, nobody will attend. 
Not satisfied, the old lady said she would 
g0, if nobody else went. Accordingly, 
the next Wednesday evening’ she took 
her hymn book, and walked some dis- 
tance to the school house, where the 
meeting used to be held—here she 
prayed and sung and prayed. On her 
way home she stopped at a neighbour’s 
house to rest her. Where have you 
been ?” said the neighbour. “ Why, I 
have been to conference.”—* To con- 
ference! I did’nt know there was one ; 
who was there?’ “0, God was there, 
and I was there, and we had a good 


MISCELLANEOUS. 











conference, and there is to be another 
next Wednesday evening.” According- 
ly next week the old lady went as be- 
fore; but what was her joy and sur. 
prise to find the house was crowded! 
Her pious zeal had admonished _profes- 
sors; Christians were alarmed; and 
verily God was there, and from that 
time has been carrying on a gloriong 
work of grace in the place. 





HOW WE OUGHT TO WATCH OVER 
OURSELVES. 

Wirn regard to watching over our- 
selves, the following appears to me to 
be the best manner of practising this 
vigilance. The wise and diligent travel. 
ler always watches over his steps, and 
has his eyes upon that part of the road 
which is immediately before him: he is 
not incessantly turning back to count 
his steps, and examine the road he has 
passed; this would be losing that time 
in which he ought to proceed on his 
journey. 

A soul whom God really leads by the 
hand, ought indeed to watch over its 
way, but then it should be with a simple 
and tranquil vigilance, confined to the 
present moment, and without any unea- 
siness proceeding from self-love. This 
vigilance is a continual attention to the 
will of God, to fulfil it every moment, 
and not a return to ourselves, that we 
may be assured of our state, which God 
would have usignorant of. Wherefore 
the Psalmist says, Mine eyes are ever 
looking unto the Lord, for he shell pluck 
my feet out of the net. Psalm xxv. 15. 

Observe that, to guide his feet aright, 
in the way where the net is laid, instead 
of casting his eyes down to the ground 
to examine all his steps, he lifts them 
up unto the Lord. We can never 
watch better over ourselves, than when 
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we walk with God always present be- 
fore our eyesyas he directed Abraham 
to do. And, in effect, to what should 
all our watchfulness tend, but to follow 
step by step the will of God? He who 
conforms himself to it in all things, truly 
watches over himself, and every thing 
is sanctified to him. 





CoveTousyeEss is unjust and cruel, 
ungrateful and foolish, unprecedented 
in all our examples of virtue, and idola- 
trous. Joshua could stop the course 
of the sun, but all his power could not 
arrest the course of avarice. The sun 
stood still, but avarice went on. Joshua 
obtained a victory when the sun stood 
still; but, when avarice was at work, he 
was defeated.” 





Tue division of time into weeks is of 
very early origin. Some have supposed 
jt to have arisen from the four quarters 
of the moon, which being, each, about 
seven days from the other, might have 
given rise to the distribution. Lucian, 
Callimachus, Homer, &c. who mention 
the septenary division, conceive it to 
have been derived from the Egyptians. 
Others suppose it to have originated in 
the idea ofthe seven planets—known to 
the ancients. Some nations have named 
the days of the week after the planets. 
The most probable idea is, that the di- 
vision arose from the tradition of the 
creation. Six days were appointed by 
the Creator for labour. The seventh is 
his Sabbath. | 





WueEn queen Caroline, who honoured 
the integrity of Whiston, a celebrated 
mathematician and divine, desired him 
to acquaint her, what was particularly 
found fault with by censurers of her con- 
duct; he replied, that her habit of talk- 
ing at chapel was mentioned with dis- 
approbation. She promised amendment, 
and wished him to point out any other 
faults. “ When your majesty,” said he, 
“has amended this, I will tell you of 
the next.” 


‘ 








Outram, in his excellent work on sa- 
crifices, remarks, that there is this dif- 
ference between a prophet anda priest. 
The prophet (or apostle) took of the 
things of God and presented them to 
man. The priest took of the things of 
man and presented them to God.— 
Heb. v. 1. . 





Ir was required in the Jewish priests 
that they should be free from all cere- 
monial impurity. The idea spread 
among the heathen. Hence an olive 
branch was, by the Romans, placed be- 
fore the door of the house where a dead 
body lay, lest a priest should enter and 
be defiled. 


We are informed by Pliny that writing 
on lead was of great antiquity, and came 
into use next after writing on the 
bark and leaves of trees, and was used 
for recording public transactions. Job 
wished his words written with a pen 
of iron and lead, in the rock, &c. Mr. 
Charles Thomson, in his translation of 
Job xix. 24, has the expressions, “O 
that my words were written and record- 
edin a book for ever! That they were 
graven with a graver of iron on /ead ; or 
on rocks.” 





Ix the dreams of Pharaoh, Gen. xli. 
cattle are represented as devouring cat- 
tle, and ears of corn devouring ears of 
corn. In dreams, évents frequently seem 
to occur which are contrary to nature, 
without’creating surprise. Men, for ex- 
ample, are incapable of flying; yet it is 
observed by Dr. Hartley and others, that 
many persons, in their dreams, imagine 
themselves carried through the air. 





Psalm xlv. 13. “ The king’s daughter 
is all glorious within.” This, in somg 
sense, may be spoken of Solomon’s 
bride, the daughter of the king of 
Egypt; and then the expression may re- 
fer either to the culture of her mind, or 
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the ornaments and splendour of her pa- 
face. The Asiatic queens, sultanas, and 
bigams, scarcely ever appear in public. 
They abide in the Haram, in the great- 
est luxury and splendour, and to this, as 
its literal meaning, the text may proba- 
bly refer.— Dr. A. Clarke. 


eee 


Rast Solomon Jarchi informs us that 
** David had a harp at his bed’s head, 
which played of itself when-the north 
wind blew on it, and then David arose 
to give praise to Ged.” Dr. A Clarke, 
on Psalm lvii. 8. considers the tradition 
worthy of respect. Of this the read- 
er will judge for himself. He says, | 
“‘ This account has been treated as a ri- 
diculous fable by Christian writers. I 
would, however, hesitate, and ask one 
question. Does not the account itself 
point out an instrument, then well | 
known, similar to the comparatively | 
lately discovered olian harp? Was 
not this the instrument hung at Da- 
vid’s bed’s head, which, when the night 
breeze, (which probably blew at a cer- 











—mmentint, 





sent forth those dulcet, those heaven}: 
sounds, for which the vlian harp is re- 
markable? ‘ Awake my harp at the due 
time—! will not wait for thee now. | 
have the strongest cause for gratitude - 
I will awake earlier than usual to sing 
the praises of my God.’ ” 


Iw Ezekiel viii. 15. we read, that * at 
the door.of the temple of the Lord, be. 
tween the porch and the altar, were 
about five and twenty men, with their 
backs towards the temple of the Lord, 
and their faces towards the east; and 
they worshipped the sun towards the 
east.” The entrance into heathen tem- 
ples, as into those of the Chaldeans, 
the Persians, the Phenicians, the Assy- 
rians, &c, was so constructed, as, that the 
face of the worshipper, on passing inte 
the edifice, was toward the east. In 
the temple of the Lord of Hosts it was 
directly the contrary. So that a Jew 
disposed to idolatry, must alike turn his 
back on the God of Israel and on His 
holy temple.—Deuteronomy iv. 19, and 





tain time,) began to act upon the chords, | 


xvii. 2, 3. 
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